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● Golf course along with a resort.
● Our watershed size in 1648 

acres.
● Mouth elevation is 595 feet.
● Headwaters elevation is 735. 
● Storage unit facilities.
● Agricultural uses(orchards, 

farms etc.)

Watershed size and Land uses

Shanty Creek Watershed



A Brief History
The county seat was originally in 
Elk Rapids, were the first settlers 
lived, but 1879 the county seat 
moved to the geopolitical center of 
the  county.

Originally the post office in this 
area was called Keno; until one of 
the first settlers, Ambrose G. 
Palmer, in 1879 suggested the 
name “Bellaire” due to the 
clearness and purity of the air.



The Land Use in Shanty Creek Watershed
In the later 1800s and early 1900s the most common, popular and profitable jobs was in 
agriculture. Loggers, farmer and mill workers were the main bread winners. The waterbodies in this 
area were used for dams as well. some of the early dams were used for power Bellaire, Charlevoix 
and the surrounding areas.

Roy Desikn, son of a coal miner, worked his way to retirement as a Detroit steel worker.He moved up 
North and bought a house on Torch Lake.His love of entertaining began to be noticed when he broke 
ground on a four season resort in Bellaire. The Shanty Creek Resort has many hotels, ski lodges and 
golf courses including The Legend, Lakeview, Summit Mountain and Schuss Mountain, most of 
which are located in our present day watershed. 
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Stream Name: Shanty Creek  Major Watershed: Lake Michigan

Location: Bellaire        (Please circle: Upstream or Downstream of road?)

Date: 5/9/16      Water Sample Collected: Yes   

Collection Start Time: 9:30AM Collection End Time: 11:30AM

Team Shanty Creek 

Name of Person Completing Datasheet:  Erin (1)

Collector:  Hailey (1)

Other Team Members:  Michael (1), Abby (1), Rebecca (1), Corey (1), Charity (1)





● Shanty Creek
● 300 foot stretch 
● Flows through concrete culvert under 

gravel road
● Direct road runoff from Creekside Road
● In the woods
● Wet riparian (along the banks of the 

creek)
● A lot of woody debris
● Scour pool downstream of culvert











STREAM QUALITY SCORE
Group 1 (Sensitive):
1# of R’s * 5.0 = 5
2 # of C’s * 5.3 = 10.6
Group 1 Total = 15.6

Group 2 (Somewhat Sensitive):
2# of R’s * 3.0 = 6
1# of C’s * 3.2 =3.2
Group 2 Total = 9.2
Group 3 (Tolerant):
3# of R’s * 1.1 = 3.3
0 # of C’s * 1.0 = 0
Group 3 Total = 3.3

Total Stream Quality Score = 28.1
(Sum of totals for groups 1-3; round to
nearest whole number)
Check one:

☑ Fair (19-33)









Thank You…
Maria, Eli, Beth, Matt, Kristy, Our fun teacher Mr. B (Tom) and everyone who helped.

We are pleased that so many people helped in the research and testing of our local Bellaire watershed. Thanks to the 
kind men and women we were among the first to test and monitor the Shanty Creek section of our watershed. 

Warning: 
Team Shanty 
Creek would 
like to say no 
teachers or 
volunteers 
were harmed 
during the 
making of the 
presentation.


