
 

 
Lake Charlevoix Watershed Project Meeting 

Thursday, December 6, 2018  
10am -12noon 

Boyne City – City Hall 
319 N Lake St, Boyne City 

 
 

 
MEETING NOTES 

1. Attendees: 
Dan Mishler, Lake Charlevoix Assn (LCA) 
Joel Van Roekel, LCA 
Larry Levengood, LCA 
Jim Rudolph, Hayes Twp 
Heather Huffstutler, Walloon Lake Assn/WLTC 
Russell Smith, Charlevoix County 
Kiersten Stark, Charlevoix County 
Alison Adams, Charlevoix Conservation District 
Patrick Kilkenny, City of Boyne City 
Scott McPherson, City of Boyne City 
Marie Sheets, Friends of the Boyne River (FOBR) 
Nancy Cunningham, FOBR 
Randy Frykberg, Melrose, Resort, and Little Traverse Twps 
Becky Wadleigh, Little Traverse Conservancy (LTC) 
Lauren Dey, Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians (LTBB) 
Dave Edwards, Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council 
Grenetta Thomassey, Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council 

 

2. Presentations: 
“Land Protection and Community Building Efforts” 
Heather Huffstutler, Walloon Lake Trust and Conservancy 
 
WLTC is working on a trail acquisition project near Boyne City.  Here is info from 
their Facebook page, describing the project: 
 
Together, the Walloon Lake Trust and Conservancy and Top of Michigan Mountain 
Bike Association (TOMMBA) plan to purchase property that will become a 
Conservancy preserve in the Boyne School Forest corridor. The 40-acre parcel 
situated directly between Boyne School Forest land and City of Boyne City land plays 
a vital role in protection of habitat and forest in the Walloon Lake Watershed. It also 
presents an opportunity to build trail connections from the existing Boyne School 
Forest trails through to the City of Boyne City property. 
 
 



Summer Study Results; Waterfront Demo Garden; Plastic Reduction Program 
Lake Charlevoix Association 
 
At our next meeting, LCA will do a presentation on the waterfront demo garden 
project, but Joel gave us an update.  Many things fell into place and this project is 
very exciting.  There are several examples in this demo garden of possible shoreline 
greenbelt options, including work from area landscapers.  We look forward to the 
presentation next quarter. 
 
Dan also updated us on LCA participation in the Swimmer’s Itch study.  They are 
sure the parasite is present in Lake Charlevoix, but there is not a big problem with 
Swimmer’s Itch.  They are hoping to prevent it from expanding but they are still not 
sure why it isn’t more of a problem.  Important for them to participate. 
 
LCA is also in the early stages of a Plastic Reduction effort.  They will address this 
using a two-pronged approach: improve recycling and outreach/education on the 
issue. 
 
 

3. Old Business 

 Report on the Planner’s Forum held October 24 
 
The 5th Annual Planner’s Forum was held on October 24, 2018.  We had 44 
participants plus 4 staff and presenters.  Don Carpenter from Lawrence 
Technological University did the keynote on Green Infrastructure.  Kathy Egan from 
Networks Northwest did two presentations on very hot topics: Short-term Rental 
Agreement Ordinances and Workforce Housing.  We acknowledged DEQ for support, 
and the Charlevoix County Planning Commission, who contributed $400 to cover 
food at the event.  The Forum was 4 hours long and we served delicious sandwiches 
for dinner.  34 of the 44 participants turned in a program evaluation.  Respondents 
rated the program an average score of 4.4 on a 1-5 scale (1=poor, 5=excellent).  
76% of evaluation respondents said they would attend future Planner’s Forums.   

 
 Update on 319 grant: 

o Septic Question Subcommittee – on hold until Lansing legislation is settled 
o Social indicator surveys follow-up – the Watershed Council is repeating a 

series of surveys done in the watershed back in 2010-12 by MSUE.  We 
just got approval for the Quality Assurance Project Plan (QAPP) this 
morning to do the first survey for local officials.  This will begin in January.  
We will also survey Watershed Residents and Shoreline Property Owners.  
We are asking the same questions we asked 8 years ago, hoping to 
measure any changes. 

o Three Cities SWCO – the Storm Water Control Ordinance passed back in 
2012 had a sunset date of 2016.  Grenetta is working with the County, 
civil counsel, and Township governments to make sure those who want to 



continue to have these protections are signed up.  She is also working 
with the cities to create a version of the SWCO for them. 

 

4. New Business or Issues 

 Discussion of issues before the legislature in lame duck session in Lansing: 
o Septic legislation 
o Wetland legislation 
o Tree/vegetation removal 
o Line 5 tunnel 

 
Grenetta gave an update on the insanity in Lansing and provided relevant 
contact info for those wishing to weigh in.  There are several anti-environmental 
bills in play that have serious consequences for water protection efforts. 
 

 New publication on Local Climate Solutions available online 
 
Grenetta previewed the new Watershed Council climate change publication, 
which can be found online here: 
https://www.watershedcouncil.org/uploads/7/2/5/1/7251350/ltbay-
climate_change_report-final-web.pdf  

 

5. Partner Updates…Around the table 
 
LTBB – the tribe has secured funding related to Section 319 of the federal Clean 
Water Act, and has been working on various projects, as a result.  Lauren noted that 
they will be working on fixing erosion sites along the Boyne River between Dam Rd 
and the dam in 2019.  She has a map available if you want to see it. 
 
FOBR – Nancy noted they are interested in and supportive of the LTBB project.  She 
also noted that they are working with Caroline Keson at the Watershed Council on a 
WAVE volunteer project that will provide educational signage for the Boyne River 
Natural Area. 
 
WLA – the Walloon Lake Assn is working to strengthen their volunteer program, 
including staffing up at boat launches for projects like invasive species boater 
education efforts. 
 
CVX County Building Dept – Russ shared that he is working to get others in the 
department trained on Soil Erosion Officer work.  The demand is high. 
 
CVX Conservation District – the new resource room is complete!  This was 
accomplished because of generous donations from the community, local businesses, 
and a local contractor who helped with the important finishing touches.  They hope 
to do an Open House in March, and plan to offer the room to community groups for 

https://www.watershedcouncil.org/uploads/7/2/5/1/7251350/ltbay-climate_change_report-final-web.pdf
https://www.watershedcouncil.org/uploads/7/2/5/1/7251350/ltbay-climate_change_report-final-web.pdf


a rental fee, hoping to get more generations involved with the CD as a conservation 
hub.  We will see if we can hold our June meeting at that location. 
 
Boyne City – Patrick told us about a new Open Space acquisition of 4 ½ acres in 
partnership with LTC. 
 
Boyne City – Scott told us that they are hard at work on their Stormwater, Asset 
Management, and Wastewater (SAW) grant.  The Planning Commission will have a 
role as the City adopted final goals and is now working to develop action items.  He 
also noted several new development projects around town. 
 
Watershed Council – Dave updated us on work being done to report on shoreline 
survey results, and he is preparing for a Comprehensive Water Quality Monitoring 
year, which happens every 3 years.  Jen Buchanan sent an update that she 
submitted an Aquatic Habitat grant project in partnership with East Jordan and LCA 
that will provide contractor training for restoration of about 200’ of degraded 
shoreline on Lake Charlevoix.  We appreciate their support and will find out about 
awards in April.  She is also submitting another grant through the Midwest Glacial 
Lakes partnership that would include development of an online training module to 
introduce bioengineering principles and design to shoreline contractors and lakefront 
property owners. The project will serve as a complement to the Michigan Natural 
Shoreline Professional’s Certified Natural Shoreline Professional training program. 
 
Jen also noted that the Watershed Council may pursue an inventory of road ends on 

Lake Charlevoix. The purpose would be to identify erosion, stormwater concerns, 

and invasives (Phrag/knotweed/purple loosestrife) issues and then prioritize projects 

to address them. Does the committee feel this would be of value?  

CVX County Parks & Rec – Kiersten updated us on a boat launch project at 
Whiting Park using funding from a Waterways grant.  There is some controversy but 
it looks like the new launch will be installed at the north end of the park. 
 
LTC – Becky told us they are working on new land acquisition projects, including a 
new nature preserve of 7 ½ acres on the South Arm. 
 

6. Upcoming 2019 meetings – all times are 10-noon; locations TBD: 
 

March 14 CHANGED TO MARCH 21 
June 13 
September 12 
December 5 
     

7. Adjourn  


