
Little Traverse Bay Watershed Plan Advisory Committee 
March 18, 2014, 1-3 pm 

Petoskey News Review Conference Room 
***DRAFT***Meeting Minutes 

 
I. Welcome  

Grenetta Thomassey, Program Director, Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council welcomed 14 attendees. 
 

II. Breaking News! 
A. The Walloon Lake addendum to the LT Bay Watershed Plan was approved by the DEQ and 

will now be formally annexed as part of the larger Plan.  It includes shoreline surveys, 
greenbelt studies, and wetland & tributary survey work, as well as relevant implementation 
steps.  The formal attachment to the Plan improves chances for funding future work.  Good 
job to all involved and special thanks to Greg Goudy, DEQ Cadillac, for his work to get the 
approval in place for us.  

B. Discussion is ongoing as to whether the submitted Tannery Creek Sub-watershed Plan 
done by the SNRE Team should be an addendum to the LT Bay plan or a standalone 
project. 
 

III. Presentation 
“Environmental and Sustainability Studies” is a new Associate’s Degree program being 
designed at North Central Michigan College.  The presentation was given by Seamus Norgaard 
and Kerri Finlayson, Professors at the college who are heading up the effort.   
 
Given the strong interest in the creation of this program, we discussed forming a Subcommittee 
devoted to helping them get this established.  Such a program would further many of the 
Information and Outreach steps of the Watershed Plan.  Seamus and Kerri are going to put 
some thought into this, and will send us additional information. 

 
IV. Grant News 

 
ONGOING 

 Stormwater Matters Logo on magnetic signs for trucks: this project is progressing and an 
agreement has been made with Emmet Co. recycling. 

 The Road Stream crossing inventory grant project is complete. 

 Watershed signs: just waiting for the weather to break. 
 
NEW  

 Walloon Lake Trust and Conservancy – Grant support has been approved to 1) do an inventory 
of wetlands & identify aquatic species and 2) foster removal of Eurasian water milfoil. 

 The TOMWC was awarded a grant to manage invasive species in the Little Traverse Bay 
Watershed.  The project will include: 1) Phragmites management on Emmet Co shorelines with 
treatment reports 2) An invasive species control workshop for the road commissions in the 4 
county service area.  3) Treatment of purple loosestrife along the Bear River. 

 The City of Petoskey did not get a SAW grant for the stormwater management project.  The 
Community Foundation had approved matching dollars but this will now be paused until the 
outcome is known of the next SAW grant cycle. 

 N. Salar (Emmet Co.) partnered with M. Seelye (Charlevoix Co.) to conduct a soil erosion 
workshop on Feb 26 for developers; it was well-attended and Grenetta did a presentation to 
them about the Watershed Plan, and invited them to join us. 

 
V. Recruitment and Subcommittees – 2014 

A. A volunteer is needed for monitoring of Little Traverse Bay.  IF YOU KNOW ANYONE WHO 
IS INTERESTED IN DOING THIS FUN WORK THIS SUMMER, PLEASE LET US KNOW!!  
CALL GRENETTA OR KEVIN: 231.347.1181 



B.  Grenetta highlighted the prioritized LT Bay watershed projects and reviewed our 
subcommittee status. Outreach, Invasive Species and a subcommittee for the new college 
program are the near term needs.  R. Berry suggested to go to farm markets for educational 
outreach and recruitment. 

 
 VI. Partner Updates: 

 Dan Begnoche (Health Dept. NW MI) – Health Dept. will monitor inland lakes within the district. 
Grenetta announced that a “Thaw” task force has been assembled for Emmet, Cheboygan and 
Charlevoix Counties with a goal to pre-empt major flooding. 
 

 G. Goudy (DEQ) – Less Federal funds are being made available to MDEQ so their overall 
budget will be smaller in 2014. 
 

 B. Gutowski (ECRC) – Extra funds provided by the State of MI have already been used up.  
Frost lines measured in Emmet Co locations are unusually deep and frost is not expected to be 
out until mid-May.  The road commission has many bridge projects scheduled outside the LT 
Bay watershed. 
 

 B. Dohm (Little Traverse Twp) – Township water use is way up due to the necessity to keep 
water running (frozen pipe prevention).  The township will be replacing aging water storage 
tanks. 
 

 R. Berry (Melrose Twp) – The State township meeting held in Traverse City was one of the best 
attended.  If another annual meeting is held up north, the LT Bay watershed project should be 
promoted. 
 

 G. Thomassey (TOMWC) – Wetlands Protection: The TOMWC is disappointed with the slow 
response from USEPA re: the illegal changes made by the state legislature to our wetland 
program. TOMWC submitted comments to the EPA and they are expected to issue direction for 
the State of Michigan to be in compliance with the Clean Water Act.  Fracking: The DEQ is 
working on rules for fracking including chemical disclosure.  What we have seen is not strong 
enough... stay tuned. 
 

 S. Ward (Community Foundation) – Thank you for the prioritization effort – it assisted the 
community foundation with grant award decisions. 
 

 C. Keson (LTBB) – The reservation air emissions inventory (airshed) is complete.  The outreach 
with results is not yet determined. LTBB did not receive support for the non-point source 
management plan but will continue with the work anyway. 
 

     VII. Meeting Dates Remainder of 2014 

We expect to use the PNR Conference Room for these dates, but that could change if 
they need to use the room.  If that happens, we will let you know the new location: 
 
June 17, 1-3pm 
September 16, 1-3pm 
December 9, 1-3pm 
 

 


