
Little Traverse Bay Watershed Plan Advisory Committee 
Meeting Minutes **DRAFT** 

March 13, 2011 1-3 pm 
Hosted by Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council at The Petoskey News Review Building 

 
I. Welcome & Introductions 

Grenetta Thomassey, Program Director, Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council (TOMWC) 
welcomed attendees and facilitated participant introductions. 
 
TOMWC activities within the Little Traverse Bay Watershed were reviewed on a watershed 
map projection.  They included water quality monitoring, lake monitoring, stream monitoring, 
the Phragmites management project, Tannery Creek watershed management plan and 
pharmaceutical drop off locations. 
 

II. Stormwater Chasing 
Kevin Cronk, Monitoring and Research Coordinator, Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council 
presented information and video on stormwater runoff including issues, challenges and local 
monitoring data.  Nutrient sediment and bacterial pollution are of greatest concern. 
 

III. Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI) Grant Work - Partner Updates 
• Jacqueline Pilette, Wetlands Specialist, Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians 

reviewed that LTBB has been working with partners (e.g. Michigan Natural Shoreline 
partnership) to focus on invasive species control projects, greenbelts, and erosion 
throughout a subwatershed of our larger management plan, the Bear River and Walloon 
Lake.  The shoreline survey data is being analyzed and will be shared when complete. 
 

• Grenetta Thomassey and Kevin Cronk reviewed the status of the Little Traverse Bay 
Stormwater Initiative on behalf of Jennifer Gelb, Restoration Ecologist, Tip of the Mitt 
Watershed Council (ill today).  The Little Traverse Bay Stormwater Initiative includes the 
following projects with partners: 

1) Little Traverse Bay Watershed Road/Stream Crossings 
2) Stormwater wetland at North Central Michigan College 
3) Tannery Creek Stream Bank Restoration 
4) Bay View Association Rain Garden Initiative 

 
IV. Other Relevant Work  

• Grenetta Thomassey reviewed the 2012 LT Bay Phragmites Project: Working to Protect 
Our Investment.  The project objectives are being maintained, property owners are 
aware and participating and interns are in place for 2012 monitoring. 

• Scott Smith, volunteer with Walloon Lake Trust and Conservancy Wetlands/tributaries 
assessment work described goals to develop partnerships and understanding of 
wetlands within the watershed including tributaries. Assessment information will be used 
to target areas for future land protection and management of those areas. 
 

V. Future Partnerships - Updates on future projects to implement plan steps: 
Betsy Lieberman, Executive Director, Walloon Lake Association and Walloon Lake Trust and 
Conservancy reviewed the project planned for repairing/upgrading crossing of South Arm 
Creek on Shadow Trails Road. The Walloon Lake groups, TOMWC, the Charlevoix Road 
Commission and the culvert company met to discuss project approaches.  A contributing 
issue is the Beaver population impacting drainage in the area. 



 
VI. Future Funding 

• David Jones, Executive Director, Petoskey-Harbor Springs Area Community Foundation 
updated the group on the Little Traverse Bay Protection and Restoration Fund and its 
alignment with the LT Bay Watershed Plan.  The Fund has an approximate principal of 
$750,000 to fund environmental projects in the area.  The grant award cycle will start this 
year with the next cycle deadline of April 2, 2012. Both eligibility and decision making 
criteria were reviewed.    
 

• Grenetta Thomassey, Program Director, Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council 
The City of Petoskey, Bear Creek Township, and Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council 
applied to the EPA Urban Waters Small Grant program for this grant called: The Greater 
Petoskey Stormwater Management and Education Project. It proposes to reduce 
negative impacts of stormwater from the Greater Petoskey area by developing a 
comprehensive stormwater management plan for the greater Petoskey area, and 
conducting a stormwater information and education campaign directed towards residents 
of the greater Petoskey area. 
 

VII. Follow UP: Taking Stock Report on Watershed Plan Implementation Steps 
Working directly from the findings of the 2011 watershed implementation plan review, the 
following were proposed to guide efforts in 2012: 
• The review identified a large and continuing need for education and raising the 

awareness of residents, local government agencies, businesses (including builders and 
contractors), and farmers about the nature, causes, and impacts of pollution to Little 
Traverse Bay and its tributaries. 

•  A number of suggestions were made including identifying 3-4 key topics/messages that 
are most relevant emphasis in education and awareness efforts.  

• Following up on that, we thought we should do a theme for each year’s work. 
 

Theme suggested for 2012: “STORMWATER CHASING 2012” - Attendees supported this 
approach, No other ideas were brought forward. 
Discussion on Subcommittees in support on this year's project theme:  3 subcommittees 
were formed.  The new subcommittees are: 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT LIAISON SUBCOMMITTEE:  The main task for this committee is to 
plan our Annual Meeting that showcases the Watershed Plan for local governments in 
September. We will also release the Emmet County volume of the Gaps Analysis at that 
meeting.  This committee will also help to keep the local governments up to date about our 
work, including partnership and grant possibilities.  This committee will review our progress as 
the year unfolds, and decide if a refresher meeting is needed anywhere, based on the current 
work.  Finally, this committee will also prepare an “end-of-the-year” review to highlight our key 
accomplishments this year, and outline challenges identified in the Plan that we will address 
next year.  MEMBERS: Robin Hissong Berry, Patty O’Donnell, Scott Smith 
�

COMMUNITY OUTREACH SUBCOMMITTEE: This committee may spin-off other 
subcommittees, but it will start its work by answering some key questions.  First, we want to 
educate watershed residents about actions they can take to combat stormwater impacts.  This 
includes both businesses and households.  What are some creative ways to capture the 
attention of these audiences?  How do we tailor our message to the audiences? 



The existing, attractive brochure can be updated and disseminated broadly again.  If we decide 
to focus on this item, first, we could write a grant to the Community Foundation to help with 
publication and distribution costs. 
�

Other ideas that this committee will pursue include suggestions from last year's Taking Stock 
review process:  
� Should we prepare and distribute periodic newsletters with information on pollution and 

water quality, as well as updates on actions taken to address the issues identified in the 
Plan?   

� Should we provide new or updated handouts to homeowners on actions they can take to 
address threats to water quality in the watershed?  

� Should we do another insert in the News Review, which would include getting advertisers to 
support it, which could be a great way to bring new businesses on board to work on plan 
implementation steps with us? 

� TOMWC has stormwater ads that were used in the past – should we update those for print 
and TV/radio media? 

MEMBERS: Trish Woollcott, Dan Meyers, Amy Tweeten, Betsy Lieberman 
�

FRIENDS OF THE BEAR RIVER SUBCOMMITTEE:  This was an idea the entire committee 
discussed back at the end of 2010.  We now have a subcommittee that will address various 
technical issues related to the on-going work on the Bear River, and bring anything else before 
the entire committee that may need addressed.  MEMBERS: Kevin Cronk, Jackie Pillette, Dan 
Meyers, Heather Hettinger. 
 
 
VIII. Partner Announcements 

No additional updates from attendees. 
 

IX. Tour of the Petoskey News Review Facilities 
Did not do this; meeting went too long. 

 
 
X. Next Scheduled Meeting:  

June 12, 2012 
1-3 pm 

 
 

 


