
 
Little Traverse Bay Watershed Plan Advisory Committee 

Tuesday, June 13, 1-3 pm 
Little Traverse Township Hall 

8288 S Pleasantview Road 
Harbor Springs, MI 49740 

 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

Attendees: 
Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council: Jennifer Buchanan, Grenetta Thomassey, Jay 
Dutcher, Hunter Davis 
Little Traverse Township: Bill Dohm 
Walloon Lake Trust & Conservancy: Josephine Roberts, Heather Huffstutler 
Melrose Township: Robin Hissong-Berry, Natalie Davenport 
Emmet County: Charlie MacInnis, Tammy Doernenburg 
City of Petoskey: Kendall Klingelsmith 
Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians: Caroline Moellering 
City of Harbor Springs: Bill McCullough 
Health Department of Northwest Michigan: Dan Begnoche 
Petoskey Harbor Springs Area Community Foundation: Kassia Perpich 
 
Introduction and Housekeeping: Grenetta Thomassey 
 

I. Presentation: Emmet County Board of Commissioners  
  Charlie MacInnis (Chair) 
 

o Overview 
General overview of the Emmet County Board’s current state of affairs and make-up. 
Explanation of board’s basic duties and responsibilities. The board is responsible for 
managing the money that the county residents pay through taxes. They use this 
money to support county entities such as emergency services, the sheriff 
department, courts, deed offices, etc.  
 

o Problems 
The $15 million bond that the county borrowed a few years back has raised some 
concerns and controversies. There is little written documentation about the 
purchasing of the bond and the management of the funds.  The county ended up 
spending $20 million but did not execute some important projects, such as putting a 
new roof on the county courthouse, as planned.  
 



o Looking Ahead 
The county board is reevaluating its priorities and its staffing system.  They are 
understaffed in certain areas, yet have been spending money on things that are not 
top priority, although still important in their own way.   The board is requiring an 
audit of the Pellston airport for the first time in a decade.  In general, the county’s 
services are exceptional.  The county board of commissioners is focusing on county 
finances and relevant reorganization. 
 

II. Update: Watershed Plan 
  Jennifer Buchanan (Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council) 
 

o Update: 
The Little Traverse Bay Watershed Management Plan was last approved by the DEQ 
and EPA in 2007.  Generally, they need updating every decade, and our most recent 
update is currently underway.  It includes water quality monitoring results, resource 
inventories, shoreline surveys, stormwater monitoring, and implementation steps. 
Approval is expected by the end of the year.  
 

o Looking Ahead 
Once the updates are approved, we should use the following meeting to plan out 
partnerships and how we are going to execute the implementation steps. 
Implementation is the most important aspect of the management plan. At that 
meeting we should consider: where do we want to be in another 10 years? 
 

o Importance of Updates (Grenetta Thomassey) 
Federal grants have been tricky in the last 4 months with the new administration. 
EPA changes will directly effect the Watershed Council’s ability to receive federal 
funding for projects in the watershed.  Getting watershed plan updates approved are 
crucial to our collective ability to be approved for grants.  
 

III. Around the Table: Partner Updates and Announcements 
 
Melrose Township: Update on Fineout Creek culvert failure and road closing. The 
Charlevoix County Road Commission is in charge of project and the bid process is 
underway. The township sewer system is up and running. People are already 
expressing additional interest in hooking up to it.  
 
Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians: Working on their Lakewide Action and 
Management Plan (LAMP). Interested in collaborating with LTB Watershed 
Management Plan partners.  
 
Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council (Jennifer Buchanan): Overview of the rain garden 
initiative, which is a cost-share program for promoting the construction of rain 
gardens in the city of Petoskey. Current goal is 12 new rain gardens in the city on 



private property.  Brief summary of rain gardens and their role as a form of green 
infrastructure to deal with run-off.  If you know anyone interested in the city, have 
them contact the Watershed Council for more information.  
 
Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council (Grenetta Thomassey): Summary of Septic Question 
research and publications. The Watershed Council requested funding for printing of 
Emmet County edition from the Emmet County Board of Commissioners at their June 
12th meeting. Also, DNR secured a grant to restore the dam on O’Neal Lake which is 
currently in the bid process.  June 12th Pipeline Safety Advisory Board meeting 
summary.  Line 5 risk analysis and alternatives analysis reports come out at the end of 
June from a third party group. Enbridge paid for the studies to be conducted, but did 
not choose the companies who performed them. The Watershed Council is hosting 
workshops about the reports and info is on our website.  
 
Emmet County: The county is looking into policy surrounding RV’s and their waste 
processes, especially near lakes.  There is a possibility that they might hire a grant 
writer, which would be a huge help.  They are also modifying their parking 
requirements and standards this summer.  
 
City of Harbor Springs: The City applied to have their harbormaster building 
remodeled but the grant requirements changed during the process and it fell 
through.  They also installed drainage screens on the two remaining storm water 
outlet pipes, which means they have them on all outlets now.  
 
Walloon Lake Conservancy and Trust: Applied for invasive species funding to buy and 
operate a mobile boat washing station for the Walloon Lake Watershed.  
 
City of Petoskey: Update on trust fund corridor project. Greenway project will be 
completed next spring. Currently working on an updated parks and recreation plan in 
which they are looking at a 2018 timetable for approval. The city is also working on 
the Bear River invasive species management.  
 
Little Traverse Township: Currently working with Pickerel-Crooked Lakes Association 
on Eurasian Milfoil on boat launches. They are looking into better benthic mat 
systems, dredging, and/or chemicals to control the invasive species. The Township is 
also replacing many streetlights with new LED solar powered lights.  
 
Petoskey Harbor Springs Area Community Foundation: Updates at this meeting are 
helpful to see how the community foundation’s funding is being put to good use!  
The foundation has concerns about the Great Lake Restoration Initiative and the 
current federal budget debates.  Working with the Great Lakes Protection Fund to 
fund natural resource protection and development, as an alternative. The community 
foundation is also looking into funding from the Clean Energy Initiative. Reminder to 



contact the foundation directly, if interested in their fall funding cycle.  The deadline 
will fall before our next meeting in September. 
 
Health Department of Northwest Michigan: Busy time of year for the health 
department.  
 
      IV. Next steps 
  
Confirm next meeting dates: 
 
September 12 
December 5 
 
Meeting was adjourned: 2:40 pm 
 
 


