
 

Lake Charlevoix Watershed Project Meeting 
Thursday, March 15, 2018  

10am -12noon 
East Jordan fire/EMS building 

555 Maple Street (M-32) Across from Save A Lot 
East Jordan 

 
MEETING NOTES 

 
1. Attendees: 

Larry Sullivan, Hayes Twp 
Russell Smith, Charlevoix County 
Lauren Dey, LTBB 
Caroline Keson, LTBB 
Scott McPherson, Boyne City 
Marie Sheets, Friends of the Boyne River 
Bill Henne, WATCH 
Allison Adams, Charlevoix Conservation District 
Tom Cannon, East Jordan 
Dan Mishler, Lake Charlevoix Association (LCA) 
Tom Darnton, LCA and Hayes Twp 
John Hoffman, LCA 
Kim Balke, Conservation Resource Alliance 
Grenetta Thomassey, Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council 
Dave Edwards, Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council 

 
2. Presentation:  East Jordan Update 

Tom Cannon, East Jordan City Manager 
Tom gave us a great update on East Jordan, including the WWTP coming online, 
and plans to improve the connectedness of the city, called Joining Jordan.  He 
showed us creative designs and plans for additional park development, and 
additional business development.  Terrific update and great news for EJ. 

 
3. Presentation: LTBB Lake Charlevoix and Boyne River Data 

Caroline Keson, LTBB  
The tribe also did an interesting and informative presentation regarding their Lake 
Charlevoix and Boyne River monitoring data, including 2 sites on the lake and 3 sites 
on the river.  Caroline also did a review of the objectives and methods of monitoring 
done by the state of MI, the Watershed Council, and the tribe.  Excellent update, 
and the results can be found on their website: www.nibiishnaagdowen.com. 
 

4. New Business or Issues 

 “Taking Stock” project, Tom Darnton, Project Lead 

http://www.nibiishnaagdowen.com/


Tom agreed to take the lead on a project we are doing to acknowledge the 5th year 
of the Watershed Plan, which is the halfway point of a 10-year lifespan.  The object 
of this project is to consult with Watershed Plan partners to find out how they are 
doing, working with implementation steps of the plan.  We will note what plan steps 
are finished; what steps are in progress; and what steps still need to be addressed.  
Tom will be contacting partners and sending questions in advance of his interviews.  
He has a volunteer helping him, and interviews should begin soon.  We will produce 
a report noting what we found, and use the information to help us accomplish more, 
in the upcoming five years. 

 

 Want to help the subcommittee working on Annual Water Quality Tour? 
The partners around the table today discussed the pros and cons of doing another 
tour.  MSUE did 3 of these in a prior 319 grant period, and they were well-received 
by both local officials and interested citizens.  However, by the third event year, 
attendance decreased.  We think it would be prudent to wait at least another year 
before we re-create these tour events. 
 
 New Septic subcommittee forming: 

o Grenetta did an update on the statewide sanitary code discussion in 
Lansing  

o We are forming a new septic subcommittee and will meet soon.  If you 
want to be included, email Grenetta 

 
5. Old Business 

 319 grant update: 
o Social indicator surveys follow-up:  we started working on the new Quality 

Assurance Project Plan for the first survey this year. 
o Three Cities SWCO:  we will be meeting with Russ Smith and making a 

plan to work with the cities on this effort. 
 

6. Partner Updates…Around the table 
Some highlight of the updates: 

 Boyne City is working on its SAW grant and is interested in working on the SWCO 
as part of that effort. 

 Friends of the Boyne will continue its Crowd Hydrology work with gauges placed 
in the river; they are also anticipating their 20-year anniversary this June! 

 WATCH participated in a meeting with Green Elk Rapids, to explore the 
possibility of doing something similar in Charlevoix; they are also participating in 
energy discussions with cities and local groups, and starting to explore a possible 
solar array 

 The Conservation District released the most current Plat Book; work is moving 
along on their plans for a community classroom 

 LCA is planning to engage a study on the lake to make sure they stay ahead of 
any Swimmer’s Itch outbreaks.  Plans are also moving along for their 



demonstration garden on the waterfront in Boyne City, which will serve as a 
model of various shoreline plantings that are possible, to improve water quality, 
and will feature various landscapers.  Finally, they are working with the 
Watershed Council and a drone operator to do their next shoreline survey.  More 
info to come. 

 CRA shared photos of their completed work on Old State Road.  What a great 
project!  The DNR access site is not quite finished yet but will wrap it up this 
spring.  Follow up plantings will be done to stabilize the soil.  An event is being 
planned to recognize the various funders for the project. 

 
Finally, someone asked about Stover Creek. We have not secured funding yet to move 
forward, but are considering grant RFPs for the project.   Here is an article that explains 
the work done, so far: https://www.watershedcouncil.org/uploads/7/2/5/1/7251350/10-
13-17_cc-preliminary_engineering_study_completed_for_stover_creek_dam.pdf 
 
7. Upcoming 2018 meetings: 

 

June 14 
September 13 
December 6 
     

8. Adjourn  

https://www.watershedcouncil.org/uploads/7/2/5/1/7251350/10-13-17_cc-preliminary_engineering_study_completed_for_stover_creek_dam.pdf
https://www.watershedcouncil.org/uploads/7/2/5/1/7251350/10-13-17_cc-preliminary_engineering_study_completed_for_stover_creek_dam.pdf

