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A watershed is an area where water falls in the form of precipitation on 
land and is separated to different rivers, basins, or other bodies of water. 
Five Mile Creek watershed consists of swamps, fields and wooded areas. 
A watershed is what it sounds like, water is shed from the highlands and 
eventually collects in one place.

What is a Watershed?



It is also important to protect our watershed in order to protect the life 
forms using it. All living things in the area can be traced to the water-
shed in some way. The roots of plants and trees help slowly filter the water 
through the ground to make the water cleaner. Most of the bugs found in 
streams, ponds and rivers depend on our clean water to live, along all of 
the animals such as deer, rabbits, squirrels, etc.

Life in The Watershed



A watershed is important because all the water in our area eventually ends 
up in a bigger body of water.  For example, when it rains, the water will run 
down hills and streets until it ends up in rivers which then flow into bigger 
bodies of water like a bay or lake, and eventually into the ocean. 

The quality of our watershed affects the life of every single person that lives 
within the watershed. It is important for everyone to take care of the water-
shed so people can continue to use and enjoy the water for years to come.

Why Our Watershed is Important



There are many different ways to keep a watershed clean. Some things we 
should be aware of to help keep our watershed clean are listed below. All of 
the ways listed can be easily changed throughout one’s life¬style.
•  Think about the animals we could be killing when we put chemicals  
    into the water. 
•  Recycle as much as possible to avoid solid waste pollution.
•  Save water by being aware of it. 
•  Remember some people don’t even have the ability to access clean water. 
•  Try to prevent deforestation/ logging. Without the trees erosion takes          
    place. Trees and plants also provide a form of filter. Our water is then  
    cleaner with the trees present.
•  Maintain vehicles and other equipment to avoid oil leaks and spills. 
•  Use eco-friendly cleaning supplies. Some chemicals can disrupt the pH      
    balance of the water, causing an increase in algae.
•  Take the time to dispose of toxic household products properly. 
•  Don’t litter or use toxic fertilizers. 
•  Avoid washing your car at home where chemicals can leak into the soil, 
    instead go to a car wash. 
•  Try not to build near a riverbank. It may increase erosion. 
•  Having a lawn right up to the riverbank increases run-off.

Keeping Our Water Clean 
Keeps Our Water Clean! 



Point Source Definition: an identifiable source of pollution.

Examples:
         •A Drain Pipe
 •Factory Chimney 
 •Disposal from Waste Treatment Plants 
 •Industrial Plants 
      

What is Point Source and Non-point Source 
Pollution? 

Non Point Source Definition: pollution from many diffused sources.

Examples:
 •Fertilizer Runoff
 •Oil Runoff
 •Insecticide Runoff
 •Debris in Wind
      Warning:
 •Any debris or runoff that goes into the water system spreads like a 
wildfire and causes a lot of harm to the life in and nearby the stream. If 
each homeowner could pick up their trash, it would help a lot to keep this 
creek clean for all to enjoy.



The Fall 2015 Five Mile Creek Watershed 
Academy Students

(top left): Adrianna Kirby, Annie Lesky, Thomas Kelbel, Martha Johnston, Mia Roukema, Jill Gretz-
inger, Garin Janicki

(bottom left): Zo ë Shepherd and Alyssa Kihnke




