
 
 

ERCOL-WPIT MEETING  
Co-Hosted by: The Watershed Center ~ Grand Traverse Bay and Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council 

Torch Lake Township Hall 
November 15, 2018 

1-3 pm 
 

MEETING NOTES 
 

I. Welcome and Introductions 
 

Grenetta Thomassey Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council (TOMWC) 
Caroline Keson   TOMWC 
Dave Edwards   TOMWC 
Jen Buchanan   TOMWC 
Mark Randolph   Kalkaska Conservation District 
Becky Norris   Three Lakes Assn (TLA) 
Tina Fields   TLA 
Dean Branson   TLA 
Bob Kingon   Elk-Skegemog Lakes Assn (ESLA) 
Dave Lawicki   ESLA 
David Christian   Intermediate Lake Assn (ILA) 
Janet Hickman   ILA 
Jim Gilleylen   ILA 
Steve Young   ILA 
Deana Jardee   Paddle Antrim 
Mark Stone   Antrim County - dams 
Fred Sittel   Friends of Clam Lake/TLA 
Paul Sak   Friends of Clam Lake 
Todd Vigland   Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy 
Peg Comfort   Torch Conservation Center 
Sarah U'Ren   The Watershed Center Grand Traverse Bay (TWC) 
Christine Crissman TWC 
Jenn Wright   Grass River Natural Area 
Heidi Shaffer   Antrim Conservation District (ACD) 
McKenzie Fox   ACD 
Wendy Warren   ACD 

 
II. Agenda Review 
 
III. Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council Presentations 1:00  

 REMINDER: committee website  
 

Grenetta Thomassey showed the committee how to access the committee website: 
At watershedcouncil.org, go to the Our Work tab; choose Watershed Management Plans 
and then choose 
 

 Freshwater Center website presentation – Dave Edwards 
 

Dave featured Freshwatercenter.org, the data repository for Tip of the Mitt Watershed 
Council.  The Watershed Council has over 30 years of water quality monitoring data for 
surface waters across Emmet, Cheboygan, Charlevoix and Antrim Counties. These data are 
collected through multiple programs and partnerships with lake associations and local 



 
 

organizations. Dave previewed a new resource soon to be available for viewing, querying 
and interacting with data that have been collected. Although still under construction, the 
repository website www.freshwatercenter.org will be continuously updated this fall and 
into the future with data visualizations for highlighting water quality trends we have 
documented over the last three decades. The only thing for certain in some areas of 
Northern Michigan is change, and we want to continue highlighting any changes that 
occur in our picturesque waters of Northern Michigan. 
 

 WAVE program presentation – Caroline Keson 
 

Caroline explained a new volunteer program, Watershed Action Volunteer Experience 
(WAVE), which provides technical and financial support for water resource projects to 
groups of volunteers.  The program started in the spring with initial grants from the 
Charlevoix County Community Foundation and Petoskey-Harbor Springs Area Community 
Foundation. Since then, the program has received three additional grants. The Frey 
Foundation awarded $5,000 to support the program. The Dole Foundation awarded 
$5,000 for team project costs in Antrim County. The Wireless Zone Foundation for Giving 
(the charitable arm of Verizon Wireless) gave $1,000. If you have projects you’d like to 
work on, let us know! We are actively seeking funding and donations for future teams and 
to support this year’s teams in future years.  If you want to see if your group is eligible for 
a WAVE project, contact Caroline at caroline@watershedcouncil.org  
 
 

 ERCOL survey presentation – Grenetta Thomassey 
 

Grenetta did a quick overview of responses from one of a series of three surveys being 
done in the watershed to provide a baseline of data for the new watershed management 
plan being written.  She previewed responses from watershed residents.  We also 
surveyed local officials, and the final survey is being collected now from shoreline 
property owners.  More info will come on these surveys, once the analysis is completed 
over the winter.  
 

IV. Watershed Plan 1:45 
 

 Watershed Management Plan – Jen Buchanan, Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council 
 

Jen discussed writing the implementation steps for the new watershed plan.  She created a 
handout that was also emailed to the group, after the meeting.  The purpose of this is for 
groups to review and make sure they are included on implementation steps that are 
relevant for them, and to give groups an opportunity to change or add steps.  Any 
questions on this should go to Jen at jen@watershedcouncil.org  

 
V.  Updates 2:15 

 Lake Levels subcommittee - Dave Christian reviewed what happened at a November 2nd 
meeting of this subcommittee and other invited parties.  These meetings will be opened 
to a wider group in the future, but the first meeting helped them get some basic 
information and questions answered.  Anthony Kendall from MSU answered questions 
about using models and the processes involved in creating both a hydrology and a 

http://www.freshwatercenter.org/
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hydraulics study for the Chain of Lakes.  The subcommittee is working on a Request for 
Proposals (RFP) to use to search for the parties who can conduct such studies.  They hope 
to have the RFP ready by Christmas and have asked Dean Branson, Mark Stone, Christine 
Crissman, and Grenetta Thomassey to review it and help them finalize it. 
 

 Arctic Grayling – no report 
 

 Water Trail – Deana Jerdee explained that they should hear in early 2019 if they will get the 
new trail designated as an official Water Trail.  They are also finalizing designs for signage 
along the way, and there might be an opportunity to include messages on the signs that 
echo educational efforts of the WPIT. 

 

 Golden Brown algae – Becky noted that samples are going to the lab.  She also noted that 
Art Hoadley put the aerial photos into a spreadsheet that helps with sorting and also with 
making comparisons easier. 

 

 Rugg Pond – Dave Lawicki noted that 2019 should be a great year for Rugg Pond.  He is 
making headway, in terms of increasing interest in getting a study done of the sediments.  
ESLA is discussing it; he reached out again to DNR; and the Rapid River Township board is 
considering funding the study and also creating a steering committee to oversee efforts. 

 

 Swimmer’s Itch – ILA members are participating in the MI Swimmer’s Itch Partnership.  
They gave an update and are trying to learn as much as possible.  There is a focus on 
breaking the life cycle of the parasite.  If your Lake Association is interested in 
participating, you can contact Dave Edwards at davide@watershedcouncil.org and he can 
help you get involved. 

 

 Torch Lake monitoring – no report 
 

 Septic subcommittee – Grenetta noted that 2 bills are pending in committee in Lansing 
that are troublesome and might be forced through during lame duck.  She is working with 
groups around the state to slow it down so more debate can happen in regular session 
and improvements can be made.  Stay tuned. 

 

 Woody Debris – no report today 
 
V. NEXT MEETING DATES FOR 2019 

 Set dates for next year – it was agreed that the co-chairs would look at dates for 2019 and 

send them to the committee.  We will meet 6 times again next year, starting in January, 

and we will work to make them the third Wednesday of the month.  The dates will be 

emailed. 

VI. Adjourn 3:00 
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