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Antrim County Building 
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July 18, 2017 
1-3 pm 

 
*DRAFT* 

MEETING NOTES 
 
 

I. Welcome and Introductions 
Antrim County: Matthew Cooke, Leslie Meyers  

ESLA: Ruth Bay, Gary Chenoweth, David Lawicki  

FoCL: Fred Sittel (also TLA)  

GRNA: Jenn Wight, Kendra Luta 

ILA: Jim Gilleylen 

Intermediate Lake residents: Don Groenweld, Jim Galloway, Kim Galloway, Andy Hickman, 
Janet Hickman, Tom Sheppard, Jeff Olson  
KCD: Mark Randolph 

PA: Deana Jerdee  

TCC: Trish Narwold  

TLA: Becky Norris, Dean Branson  

TLPA: Brad Gerlach  

TOMWC: Grenetta Thomassey  

TWC: Christine Crissman 
 
II. Agenda Review 
 
III. Old Business 

 If your group has additional implementation tasks you would like to include in the 
Watershed Management Plan please send them to Grenetta.  Jen will join us at the 
September meeting.  Writing on hold now until August to accommodate summer 
workload. 

 TOMWC has 7 greenbelt cost-share projects underway, and the Milton Twp public 
project also happening. 

 Becky Norris spoke about the history and also gave a recent update regarding a 

DNR property on Torch Lake for a proposed boat launch. The property was poorly 

chosen, it required frequent dredging, and is too small. The local property owners 

are concerned.  A prior lawsuit against the proposed boat launch founded the 



group Torch Lake Protection Alliance. The DNR recently completed a feasibility 

study on this property and the report is expected in September.  

 
IV. New Business  

 Chain of Lakes flooding: discussion 
Members from the Intermediate Lake Association and residents on the lake attended this 
meeting to ask for support from ERCOL-WPIT.  They are having lots of issues with high 
water, and were concerned about a rumor that a Special Assessment District was being 
considered.  They wanted more information about this. 

 
Matthew Cooke from Antrim County explained that nothing specific is under formal 
consideration right now, but the County Board will be a Closed Session meeting with civil 
counsel on July 30th and possible solutions will be discussed.  There is consideration of a 
hydrologic study for the Chain of Lakes, which will be expensive.  Grenetta told Matthew to 
let the Board know that we would help them with grant proposals, if needed.  She also 
asked the Intermediate Lake residents to consider forming an ERCOL-WPIT Lake Levels 
Subcommittee to take the lead on this issue, attend the next county meeting when it is 
addressed, and report back to WPIT on what is going on, and what is needed.  Becky Norris 
asked about us making sure to include language about lake levels in the Watershed 
Management Plan, to help support funding efforts to solve the problems.  
 
Leslie Meyers, County Emergency Manager, is concerned about loss of docks, shorelines, 
and erosion. However, for her to help with claims, actual living space must be affected.  
There is not assistance for recreational/aesthetic harm.  Leslie also mentioned that there are 
several missing buoys in the Chain this year.  The Sheriff doesn’t have the budget to buy new 
ones, so an appeal is going out to Lake Association groups: if you pay to replace them, the 
Sheriff will help install them.  ACTION ITEM: Leslie will send this info to Grenetta to mail to 
the entire group (done). 

 
IV. Updates 

 Septic subcommittee: haven’t met this summer; Lansing statewide code 
conversation was tabled until September while legislature is on break 

 Water Trail: They are looking forward to installing more trails and have applied for 
a grant from CZM. The Paddle Antrim Festival is in September, and they always 
love the support of Lake Associations to act as safety boats. 

 Golden Brown algae:  Becky said they are trying to establish a seasonal pattern of 
changes; work/research is on-going 

 Torch Lake Sand Bar Taskforce: Sandbar task force is trying to help support the 
policing of the gatherings. Arrest numbers are going down. TLPA has provided a 
lot of community and sheriff support for the whole week of the July 4th.  We all 
thank them for those efforts. 

 Rugg Pond Management: They have a $1,200 grant to put towards an engineering 
study for this area. They are thinking about just getting the volume of the 



sediment surveyed. They need knowledgeable people to help them ask the right 
questions, and Grenetta will get with Jen on this. 

 TWC: Dole grant is done and submitted info to the National Lake Assessment for 

Torch Lake.  In August, they will be presenting the data at a local event.  Also, Elk 

Rapids passed a ban on coal tar sealants. 

 Torch Conservation Center: Trish shared septic folders from MSUE that were a big 
hit at the Garden Walk.  A new Dole grant proposal is also in the works. 

 Grass River’s New Director, Jen Wright, introduced herself and talked about the exciting 

things Grass River has been doing.  She has been spending most of her time talking to 

people to get to know the community. They are finishing up the board walk project and 

looking forward to their annual gala August 28 at Shanty Creek. 

 
V. NEXT MEETING DATES FOR 2018: 
September 19 
November 21 
 
VI. Adjourn 

 
 
 
 
 


