
 
 

Duncan and Grass Bay Watershed Plan  
Advisory Committee Meeting 

Monday, June 4, 2018  
3-5 pm 

Cheboygan Public Library  
MEETING NOTES 

 

I. Welcome and Introductions 
The meeting began with introductions of the attendees: 
Roger Gauthier, resident 
Cam Cavitt, Drain Commissioner 
Tom Eustice, City of Cheboygan 
Tori Roznowski, Great Lakes Tissue Co. 
Paul Salvatore, resident 
Michael Newman, Cheboygan County Commissioner  
Jason Karmol, City of Cheboygan 
Sean Clark, Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council Intern 
Stephanie Facchine, Watershed Council Intern 
Daniel Gonzalez, Watershed Council Intern 
Grenetta Thomassey, Watershed Council 
 

II. Theme for the year:  Partners in Progress.   

 We will work to get to know our Plan partners and identify implementation step 
partnership opportunities 

 Super-abridged version of plan being created for committee  

 Plan sections reviewed at each meeting 

 319 grant proposal still pending 

 
Grenetta Thomassey, Watershed Policy Director at Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council began 
with an introduction to the Theme of the year: Partners in Progress.  Focusing on 
partnerships is key to executing tasks of the watershed management plan (WMP).  We will 
work to get to know our Plan partners and identify implementation step opportunities.   
 
Also, the Watershed Council is creating a super abridged version of the WMP for Plan 
Partners.  It will be ~4 pages long and easier to take in than the longer WMP report.   
Additionally, the 319-grant proposal is still pending, and we hope to hear good news soon. 

 



II. Presentation - “Pollution Response; USCG/Local Community Interface” 
Steve Keck, Chief of Contingency Planning, USCG Sector Sault 
 
Steve Keck, USCG Chief of Contingency Planning & Force Readiness, was the main speaker 
for this presentation, but he also had two associates to assist with questions.  He noted the 
risks the Duncan-Grass Bays Watershed faces and what the Coast Guard does if an 
emergency occurs.  
 
Summary of the Presentation:  Risks to this area include the presence of Freighters, Ferries, 
Fuel Barges, U.S. Oil and their potential for accidents leaking oil. Fog/Seiches/Ice are also 
risks because of their ability to disrupt maritime traffic.  Additionally, Grounding, Allision 
(crashing into a fixed object), and Collision can rupture hulls of boats or pipelines that carry 
oil and other products.  Areas potentially affected by these types of incidents are the 
Cheboygan River, Duncan Bay, and Grass Bay.  There could also be impacts on the 
environment and public health, Tourism, Fishing/Boating, and Ferry services.   
 
Mr. Keck detailed the Response and Recovery Standard Operating Procedures, including the 
need to be in close and coordinated communication with partners.  If the spill is large 
enough, they will mobilize the incident management team, establish command posts and 
start a response, and partners will start rolling in, such as the EPA, DEQ, US Fish and Wildlife, 
etc. They establish priorities and objectives, with the first objective to take back as much 
product as possible. The main objective they always strive for is restoration.    
 
For pipelines and underwater cable systems, the owner of the line is assumed to be the 
responsible party and they have a role in this Unified Response, including paying for it.  The 
responsible party cannot walk away until the agencies in charge tell them it’s clean enough 
to walk away.  The Coast Guard only has jurisdiction until the threat to the environment is 
gone.  This year there will be a full scale operational exercise to practice a real emergency in 
the UP. After this exercise there will be constructive criticism to determine what works and 
what did not.  Similar exercises have been done in the past few years in Indian River and on 
the Straits of Mackinaw. 
 

III. Watershed Plan Review 
We reviewed the Introduction to the Duncan and Grass Bay Water Management Plan.   At 
every meeting, we will review a section of the Plan so that you become more familiar with it, 
and how it can benefit you as a helpful tool. 
 
IV. Adjourn 
Next meeting, we will have a presentation from the Nature Conservancy.   
 
Next meetings – 3-5 pm at the Cheboygan Public Library: 
 
July 16 and August 27 


