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o Connecticut 
Can you provide copies of local Water Pollution Control Plans in CT? 

1. Madison, CT http://www.madisonct.org/DocumentCenter/View/524 
2. Harwinton, CT http://www.harwinton.us/sites/harwintonct/files/file/file/water-pollution-

control-_wpc_-plan-first-adopted-2011.pdf 
3. Goshen, CT   

http://www.goshenct.gov/sites/goshenct/files/file/file/doc00651620161222094719.pdf 
4. Clinton, CT (draft is currently under review, is 87 pages long, and takes some time to load) 

http://clintonrsvp.com/resources/Clinton-Fac-Plan-Draft-031616-w-Figures.pdf 
 

How does CT define “public health nuisance”? 
 “The discharge or exposure of sewage, garbage or any other organic filth into or on any public place 
in such a way that transmission of infective material may result thereby.”  
Source:  http://www.ct.gov/dph/lib/dph/agency_regulations/sections/pdfs/title_19._health_and_safety/phc/chapter_ii/19-
07._%5Bpublic_nuisances%5D.pdf  
 

Can you provide a copy of their uniform inspection standard and form? 
Inspection Form 
http://www.ct.gov/dph/lib/dph/environmental_health/environmental_engineering/pdf/form.pdf 
 

Standards Info 
http://www.ct.gov/dph/lib/dph/environmental_health/environmental_engineering/pdf/supplement.p
df 
 
 

o Iowa 
Can you provide copies of Iowa’s annual reports pertaining to their septic programs? 
Unable to find any requirements in IA for annual reports. 
 

How does Iowa define "systems deemed inadequate"? 
Sub-standard or polluting septic systems are deemed inadequate. A sub-standard septic system is 
one that has no treatment (secondary treatment) following the septic tank or has a secondary 
treatment system that has failed.  These sub-standard septic systems pose an environmental and 
public health hazard and require repair.  If you have a septic system with a septic tank AND a 
secondary treatment system such as a seepage (leach) field, sand filter or other approved device, 
and it is not creating a public health or environmental hazard, it does not have to meet current code.  
( http://www.iowadnr.gov/Environmental-Protection/Water-Quality/Certification/Time-of-Transfer-
Inspectors ) 
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o Minnesota 
Can you provide copies of Minnesota’s annual reports pertaining to their septic programs? 
2013 Annual Report https://www.pca.state.mn.us/sites/default/files/wq-wwists1-52.pdf 
2014 Annual Report https://www.pca.state.mn.us/sites/default/files/wq-wwists1-53.pdf 
2015 Annual Report https://www.pca.state.mn.us/sites/default/files/wq-wwists1-54.pdf 
 

How is the 3-year property owner assessment requirement managed?  
Chapter 7080.2450 states…( https://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/rules/?id=7080.2450 ) 
 

The owner of a domestic septic system or the owner’s agent shall regularly, but in no case less 
frequently than every three years:  
 

A.  assess whether sewage tanks leak below the designed operating depth and whether sewage tank 
tops, riser joints, and riser connections leak through visual evidence of major defects; and  
B.  measure or remove the accumulations of scum, grease, and other floating materials at the top of 
each septic tank and compartment, along with the sludge, which consists of the solids denser than 
water.  
 

A certificate of compliance or notice of noncompliance must be signed by a licensed inspection 
business or certified employee inspector with jurisdiction.  The certificate or notice must be 
submitted to the local unit of government with jurisdiction and the property owner or owner’s agent 
no later than 15 days after the assessment.  The completed form must also be submitted to the 
owner or owner’s agent. 
  
Some local governments, especially in the metro areas, have installed a government tracking system 
to ensure maintenance compliance.  Government or government contractors maintain an inventory 
of septic systems in the jurisdiction and send out reminders when maintenance is due.  Per 
Minnesota Statute 115.5, counties are required to develop a system to ensure maintenance as part of 
the expanded baseline county program.  That is to say, the best answer is simply that the individual 
counties are required to ensure the three-year assessment requirement is being met in their own 
jurisdictions, and there are software programs to help them organize and keep track of this. 
 
 

o Pennsylvania 
Can you provide copies of Pennsylvania’s annual reports pertaining to their septic programs? 
There is no requirement for annual state reports in PA.  Here is an annual report from the funding 
agency in PA: 
PENNVEST 2015-2016 Annual Report: http://www.pennvest.pa.gov/about-
us/Documents/PENNVEST%202015-2016%20Annual%20Report.pdf 
 

An Examination of Failing Private Septic Systems in Pennsylvania (2008) from a state legislative agency: 
http://www.rural.palegislature.us/septic_systems2008.pdf 
 

And here are two examples of the 537 plan reports from local governments: 
 

Westtown Township Septic Management Program Guidance (2013): 
http://www.westtownpa.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Final-On-lot-Mgt.-Booklet-12-3-13.pdf 
 

Strasburg Township Act 537 Plan Update (2012): http://www.strasburgtownship.com/wp-
content/uploads/2014/01/appendix_a.pdf 
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Who is the Pennsylvania Septage Management Association (PSMA)? What is their role in training 
and licensing?  
PSMA is is a trade association for companies that are involved with septic systems and their various 
components.  The association’s mission is to protect PA's citizens and the septic industry through 
sound management, proper maintenance, and environmentally conscious disposal of wastewater.  
They offer training in a variety of subject areas, including septic inspections, vacuum truck training, 
confined space entry, and septic installations.  
 
PSMA trains and certifies individuals to perform septic system inspections and maintenance using the 
PSMA Standards.  The Standards have been described as the "Industry Standard" for septic 
inspections.  Formerly known as Guidelines, the Standards embody a protocol which, when fully 
applied, evaluates every component of a septic system. 
 

Every two years, PSMA's Education Committee in conjunction with Penn State University, 
wastewater system inspectors, and Sewage Enforcement Officers, evaluate the Standards and, when 
necessary, make revisions.  Revisions are important to keep the Standards consistent with the latest 
industry practices, regulatory changes and evolving scientific knowledge. 
 
 

o Wisconsin  
What is required of local governments in their septic maintenance programs?  
1. A governmental unit shall conduct, complete, and maintain an inventory of all private septic 
systems located in its jurisdictional area by October 1, 2017.  
 

At a minimum, a private septic system inventory shall consist of all of the following elements:  
a.  Legal description of all properties including tax parcel number where a private septic system is 
located within the governmental unit jurisdictional area.  
b. Name and address of the owner of each septic located within the governmental unit jurisdictional 
area.  
 

and 
 

2. A governmental unit shall develop and implement a comprehensive private septic system 
maintenance program by October 1, 2019. (This revision was as an amendment made to the original 
2017 deadline. The state statues were updated on July 1, 2017.) 
 

At a minimum, a private septic system maintenance program shall consist of all of the following 
elements:  
1. An inventory of all private septic systems located within the governmental unit jurisdictional area.  
2. A process that accepts and records inspection, evaluation, maintenance and servicing reports 
submitted by the septic owner or the owner’s agent for septics listed in the governmental unit 
inventory.  
3. A process that accepts and creates a record for each inspection, evaluation, maintenance and 
servicing report for a septic system within the governmental unit jurisdictional area but not listed in 
the governmental unit inventory that is submitted by the septic owner or the owner’s agent.  
4. A process that notifies septic owners that are delinquent in submitting reports for inspection, 
evaluation, maintenance and servicing activities listed in SPS 383.  
5. A process that includes measures meant to ensure that required inspection, evaluation, 
maintenance and servicing is per- formed and the results are reported to the governmental unit.  



6. Reports summarizing the results of the maintenance program on an annual basis in a format 
requested by the department.  
Note: the maintenance program shall include a requirement of inspection or pumping of the septic 
system at least once every 3 years if the system does not have a maintenance plan as prescribed by 
rule by the department. 
 

Can you provide examples of county maintenance plan that have been already submitted or are in 
effect? 
Manitowoc County http://www.co.manitowoc.wi.us/media/2876/chapter-13-2015-915.pdf 
Marathon County 
http://www.co.marathon.wi.us/Portals/0/Departments/CPZ/Documents/privsew.pdf 
Villas County 
http://www.vilascountyzoning.com/uploads/Vilas%20County%20Private%20Sewage%20System%20Ordi
nance.pdf 
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