
More partnerships,
lessphragmites
The following guest
commentary was written
by Caroline Keson, water
resource specialist with
the Tip of rhe Mirt watershed
Council.
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Since 2010, Tip ofthe
Mitt Watershed Council
has partnered with Em-
met County to contol
Phragrnites a.long the
Lake Michigan coastline.
Specifically known as
"Phragmites australis
subspecies australis," it is
an invasive reed that can
push out native plants
and make riparian areas
unusable for humans
and animals. Other parts
of Michigan and other
Great Iakes States are
beleaguered by miles and
miles of the reed, but the
proactive work of area
partners has ensured that
Northern Michigan is not
ovem.m by this aggressive
plant.

Since 2010, Tip of the
Mitt Watershed Council
has worked with Em-
met County to protect
shorelines from phrag-
mites. Our first tool is an
ordinance that allows the
county to treat phrag-
mites if it becomes a pub-
lic nuisance by spreading
to other properties. It is
possible for phragrnites
to spread unchecked
along the shoreline, with
its spreading rhizomes
and chemicals that make
the soil unfit for other
plants, but luckily this
ordinance has never had
to be enforced. Instead,
Tip of the Mitt Watershed
Council .l /orked with the
county to secure a Michi-
gan Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality permit
for treatment of shoreline
phragrnites in the entire
county. The result has
been great success in
encouraging voluntary
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treatment of phragmites.
This permit, funded by
the counry saves money
and streamlines phrag-
mites treatment.

So how do we find this
phragmites? By training
people in phragmites
identification (there is a
similar native species as
well that poses no harm)
and having them walk the
shoreline, we are able to
survey the entire shore-
,line.of Emmet County,
which happens every
other year. This yeat Wa-
tershed Council interns,
Sean Clark, Stephanie
Facchine, Daniel Gonza-
lez, and Lizy Michaelson
performed most of the
work. Wilderness State
Park surveys and treats
their own shoreline- The
Little Tlaverse Bay Bands
of Odawa Indians Youth
Conservation Corps put
in some survey miles, too,
phragmites monitoring
is a shared effort in our
county and we would be
hard pressed to complete
it without these valuable
partnerships.

This year we are tak-
ing advantage of a newer
tool, our loca.l Coop-
erative Invasive Spe-
cies Management Area,
which covers Charlevoix,
Antrim, Kalkaska, and
Emmet counties. There
are l9 management ar-
eas covering the entire
state of Michigan, offer-
ing technical assistance,
identifi cation, training,
treatment, monitoring,
and partnerships. They
can help local landown-
ers and land managers
with many kinds of inva-
sive species. We are plug-
ging the properties we
find with Phagmites into
the local management
area's existing cost-share
treatment program this
year, which will pay for
50 percent ofa treatment,
with the landowner be-
ing responsible for the
remainder.

In 2010, we used grant
money to treat 23I prop-
erties. Annual surveys ev-
ery year since then have
shown less phragmites
and we follow-up by let-
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ting landowners know
they should treat. This
year we only found six
shoreline properties with
invasive phragnites and
two inland properties for
a total of eight proper-
ties. Our work and high
water levels have reduced
shoreline Phragr, ites
in Emmet County by 97
percent. The local man-
agement group is doing
parallel survey and trcat. ,,, .,1
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and Antrim counties,
meaning this might be
the biggest year yet for
phragmites treatment in
Northern Michigan.

Other resources oper-
ate on a regional level. We
can report phragmites,
or any invasive species
sightings, to the Midwest
Invasive Species Informa-
tion Network. Reporting
rnvasrve specres rs rmpor-
tant because the earlier
an invasive species is
detected, the easier it is
to ueat/manage, In the
early stages, populations
are usually smaller or
less established, allow-
ing for less costly and
more effective treatment.
Anyone can identiff and
report invasive species
to the network online or
using their app. Anotler
resource, the Phragmites
Adaptive Management
Framework provides
treatment options once
an individual or organi-
zation submits monitor-
ing data. The framework
takes out all the guess-
work by using models to
create treatment plans
with suggestions such
as herbicides, flooding,
mowing, and burning.
The Watershed Council is
always investigating new
resources to ensure that
phragmites never takes a
hold in Emmet County.

Vigilant surveyin& per-
sistent policy-making,
and taking advantage of
partner programs have
certainly made a differ-
ence in the quality of our
area beaches. Fot more
information, visit our
website at wwwwater-
shedcouncil.org/phrag-
mites.html.


