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Omcials vvith pipeline
company Enbridge are
looking to push their plan for
a Straits of Mackinac tunnel
forward and want a Mich-
igan court to rule on their
ability to do so.

Meanwhile, Gov. Gretchen
Whitmer still wants to look
for altematives.

On Friday, whitmer creat-
ed the UP Energy Task Force
through executive order.
One of the primaryaims
of the task force will be to
evaluate alternative ways of
meeting the Upper Penin-

sula's energy needs, should
the aging Line 5 oil and gas
pipeline be shut down.

'Our jobs, economy, and
public health depend on the
preservation of the Great
Lakes, which literally define
us as a state," whitmer said
in a press release. "Enbridge
has a disappointing safety
record in Michigan, and
the dual pipelines that run
through the Straits of Mack-
inac create an unacceptable
risk ofan oil spill by anchor
strike or other means. Such
an event would be cata-
strophic for the Great Lakes
and our economy, and would
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send energy costs skyrocket-
ingforUP families. This task
force will help make recom-
mendations that ensure the
UP's energy needs are met
in a manner that is reliable,
affordable, and environmen-
tally sound."

Ihe announcement came
one day after Enbridge
announced it was suing the
state through the Michigan
Coun of Claims, seeking
a ruling as to whether an
agreement calling for a
Straits pipeline tunnelt con-
struction is valid.

The plan for that proiect
came out ofa 2018 agreement
reached between Enbridge
and former Gov. Rick Snyder,
in which Enbridge offered to
spend $500 million toward
building the tunnel. Follow-
ing its construction, Enbridge
would decommission the
current underwater section
of Line 5 in the Straits and re-
place it with a stretch ofline
inside the tunnel. The consti-
tutionality of that agreement
has already been challenged
by Michigan Attorney Gener-
al Dana Nessel.

In a telephone press con-
ference Thursday, Enbridge
officials cited Upper Peninsu-
la energy needs as one ofthe
major reasons to keep Line 5
running,

Although Line 5 is pri-
marily a petroleum pipe-
line, transporting crude
oil through Michigan from
Wisconsin to Ontario, pro-
ponents often cite its role as
a supplier ofpropane, which
powers a large percentage of
Upper Peninsula homes, as a

tangible, essential benefit to
Michigan.

Independent studies have
suggested that those energy
needs could supplanted by
truck and rail. On the other
hand, Enbridge has relied on
a 2018 study - sponsored
by the state and compiled
by Enbridge, with the aid
of contracted independent
researchers - to show that
there is no feasible alternative
for transporting propane to
the Upper Peninsula.

In a statement issued after
Whitmer's announcement of
the task force, Enbridge said:
"The Line 5 tunnel solution is
the best long term opportun!
ty to secure the energy needs
of the State urhile making an
already safe pipeline even
safer. The tunnel not only en-
sures reliable energy delivery
to the U.P., but to the entire
State."

Within the past week, stra-
tegic maneuvering between
the two parties has ampli-
Eed. At the start of the week
Whitmer announced that
she was giving Enbridge until
June l0 to submit a "concep-
tual plan' for the future of
Line 5. Around that time, she
also pushed Enbridge to have
its current Straits segment
of Line 5 shut downby 2022,
although the company main-
tained it would not be ready
to do so until 2024.

Statements by Enbridge
suggest that that discrepancy
in timelines was a key factor
in spoiling talks between the
two parties.

the lawsuit specifical-
ly asks a iudge to rule on

whether or not the agreement
between Enbridge and the
state is binding, as some of
Whitmer's requests n ould
require departure from that
document.

"l've been saying for the
past five years that the topic
(of Line 5) is going to end up
in the courts," said Gail Gru-
enwald, executive director
of Tip of the Mitt Watershed
Council in Petoskey. 'This
was inevitable that this was
going to end up in litigation."

However, Gruenwald noted
her concerns that the lawsuit
will tie up other, more pro-
active responses to issues in-
volving Line 5, Some ofthose
were included in the October
agreement, such as strategies
to prevent anchor drops in
the Straits and methods to
protect inland water cross-
ings from oil spills. lt also
does not address the primary
concern that many environ-
mental groups have, which
is that Line 5 should be shut
down altogether.

In late May, Nessel said
that ifthe governor and
Enbridge could not reach
an agreement bythe end
of June, she would move to
revoke Enbridge's right to
operate the pipeline.

Gruenwald said she would
be watching closely to see if
a countersuit would still be
pending.

"Wete watching for what
the governor's response and
what the attorney general's
response will be - whether
they sit and wait (for the cur-
rent litigation to play out) or
pursue a counteraction."


