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PETOSKEY - Tip
of the Mitt watershed
Council received
upward of$120,000
in Srants from the
Michigan Department
ofNatural Resources
earlier this week to
help fund programs
that will help restore
aquatic habitats in the
area.

The state doled out
$1.25 million to seven
entities in its most
recent funding cycle
through Aquatic Hab-
itats Grant program.
This year will be the
last time this specific
Srant program will be
offered. Next year, the
program will be re-
placed with a new Fish-
eries Habitat Grant.

Tip of the Mitr was
the only entity to
receive grants for more
than one project.

According to a
press release from the
Department of Natural
Resources earlierthis
week, the department
received 24 grant
proposal for this round
offunding, askingfor a
combine $4.66 million.
Other entities that
received funding along
with Tip of the Mitt
includes the Conserva-
tion Resource Alliance
out ofTiaverse Ciry
and a company called
Golden l,otus, Inc., for
a rehabilitation proiect
on the Pigeon River in
OtseSo County.

"lhese projects are
critical to protectinS

and restoring the
aquatic habitats that
produce our world-
class fisheries and sup-
port healthy aquatic
ecosystems throughout
the state," Jim Dexter,
chiefofthe DNR Fish-
eries Division, said in a
press releao* a .- .

Funds for the grdirt
program are provided
through revenues from
fishing and hunting
license fees.

The two proiects that
Tip of the Mitt Water-
shed Council received
grants for include:

- A proiect to
restore approxi-
mately 200 feet of
degraded shoreline
on Lake Charlevoix
(Charlevoix County)
using bioengineering
techniques. Accord-
ing to a press release
from the Department
ofNatural Resourc$,
the project will serve
as a demonstration for
the Michigan Natu-
ral Shoreline Part-
nership's contractor
training program and
an example ofshore-
line bioengineering lh
an areawith high wave
energy. Tip of the Mitt
was awarded $32185
for the project.

- A proiect to
replace a road/stream
crossing on the
Crooked River (Emmet
County) with a chan-
nel-spanning bridge
allowing fish and
aquatic organisms to
migrate from Pickerel
Iake into the Crooked
River watershed. Tip oI
the Mitt was awarded
$93,238 for the proiect.
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