
Watershed Council seeking volunteer
✓

stream monitors 
Tip of the Mitt Watershed 
Council is seeking water
loving citizen scientists for the 
Volunteer Stream Monitoring 
program. A free training will 
be offered on Saturday, May 
5th from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. at the Watershed Council
office, 426 Bay Street, in Peto
skey. The training will include
a brief history of the 12-year
program, methods of data
collection, basic macroinver
tebrate identification, and a
short discussion on invasive
species. The training day is
followed by a field day and
a sorting day. No experience
or equipment necessary for
either session. Antrim, Char
levoix, Emmet, and Cheboy
gan counties contain more
than 2,500 miles ofrivers and
streams, including numerous
high-quality trout streams. In
2017, 34 sites on 15 streams

amkrivers were monitored, 
but this represents a small 
number of waters that could 
be monitored. As a citizen 
scientist, you could help 
monitorand protect Northern 
Michigan's waters. 

Volunteer Stream Moni
tors perform 1-2 hours of 
monitoring duties at a given 
site once in the spring and 
fall. Volunteers venture to a 
stream/river location to col
lect a representative sample of 
aquatic macroinvertebrates 
and document general stream 
conditions. Macroinverte
brates serve as the 'canaries 
in the coal mine' showing 
relative water quality condi
tions. Volunteers also keep an 
eye out for invasive species 
and report any they find to 
the Watershed Council. This 
priceless information is used 
by the Watershed Council 

and others throughout the 
state to evaluate the health 
ofourstreams/rivers, identify 
trends, develop management 
plans, and address water 
quality problems. For more 
information on the program, 
please visit www.watershed
council.org/vsm-program 

The program is composed 
of three sessions: 

TRAINING DAY: Saturday, 
May 5th from 10:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. at the Watershed 
Council office on Bay Street, 
Petoskey. 

FIELD DAY: Put the train
ing to work on Saturday, May 
12th, from 10:00am to 2:00 
p.m., at various local streams
in Northern Michigan. Vol
unteer teams will collect a
representative sample of
,aquatic macroinvertebrates
and general stream condi
tions. Materials/ equipment

provided. 
INDOOR SORTING DAY: 

Sunday, June 10th from 
Noon to 3 p.m. at the Science 
Lab (Health Education and 
Science Center, Room 335) 
at North Central Michigan 
College. Samples collected 
during the field day are identi
fied and sorted. Materials are 
provided. 

Attending all three sessions 
is recommended, but not re
quired. If you are interested in 
becoming a Volunteer Stream 
Monitor, please, consider 
attending the free training. 
Advanced registration is 
required. For more informa
tion or to reserve your seat, 
please contact Dave at (231) 
347-1181 or email davide@
watershedcouncil.org.


