
Reviewing the news 

Jilli9n 

Fellows 

25 YEARS AGO 

1994: Zebra mussels 
making inro.ad, into inland
lakes 

· · 

Zebra mussels, ,t�e new 
scourge of the Great Lakes, are 
moving inland from the bigger 
lakes, threatening-Michigan's 
11,000 inland lakes, according 
to a recent report in the Detroit 
Free Press. ,, 

Researchers have found 
zebra mussel larvae in North
ern Michigan inland lakes, 
but so far few adult mussels 
have been spotted, said Tip of 
the Mitt Watershed Council 
water resource specialist Ann 
Baughman. 

"Just because zebra mussels 
have been found in the lakes, 
we (the Watershed) don't want 
people to become complacent 
and say, 'Who cares.' We might 
be able to stop the spread of the 
mussel, but it will take every
one's involvement to do that.'' 

Zebra mussels have been 
located in 18 Michigan inland 
lakes. Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources experts be
lieve they have spread from the 
Great Lakes - where they have 
clogged water intake pipes and 
are suspected of endangering 
native species - by attaching 
to boats hauled to inland lakes. 

The non-native species to 
the Great Lakes first appeared 
in 1986 when the ballast from 
a cargo ship from a Baltic Sea 
port was discharged. 

The moderate temperatures, 
plentiful vegetation and favor
able water chemistry of most 
of the smaller lakes offer zebra 
mussels a favorable habitat. 

Zebra mussels are blamed 
for decimating local species 
of mussels in lakes Erie and 
St. Clair, and for dramatical-
ly affecting the natµral food 
chain in lakes where the adults 
appear. The mussels wipe out 
native species of snails and 
clams by attaching themselves 
in great numbers and literally 
smothering the host. 

"Bio-diversity and changes 
in the food chain are the two 
most important aspects of 
the zebra mussel problem," 
Baughman said. 

Zebra mussels filter all 
the plankton - microscopic 
organisms at the beginning of 
the food chain - in a lake and 

take out only what they want, 
Baughman said. The mussels 
then bind up the rest of the 
plankton in mucous that is 
then excreted and falls to the 
bottom of the lakes. 

Baughman said this has the 
affect of making open water 
appear clearer, while adding 
more debris to the bottom. 

"Most of the favorite sport 
fish are open water feeders," 
Baughman said. "When you 
remove their food source, that 
has a dramatic impact on the 
food chain." 

Populations of walleye fish in 
the southern Great Lakes have 
crashed due to the depletion of 
plankton. 

Baughman and volunteers 
from Tip of the Mitt worked 
last summer with biology 
researchers from Ann Arbor 
on zebra mussel studies of 
eight inland lakes in Northern 
Michigan: Crooked, Pickerel, 
Walloon, Paradise, Douglas, 
Burt, Mullet and Black. 

The studies were focused on 
locating zebra mussel larvae 
- or veligers - which were
found in Burt, Paradise, Pick
erel, Walloon and Crooked.
No adult zebra mussels were
found, however.

"We don't know if the larvae 
are surviving to adulthood," 
Baughman said. "We haven't 
seen any adults." 
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