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mfriday@cheboygantribune.com

CHEBOYGAN - Tip of 
the Mitt Watershed Coun
cil is pleased to be working 
with the City of Cheboygan 
to bring additional fishing 
access along the Cheboygan 
River. 

The access will reduce 
erosion caused by foot 

traffic along the Cheboy
gan River downstream of 
the Cheboygan Lock and 
Dam. Thanks to a $25,000 
grant from the Great Lakes 
Fishery Trust's "Access to 
the Great Lakes Fishery " 
program, the Watershed 
Council will facilitate 
public input and provide 
funding for design and 
engineering as the first 

phase of the project. 
Key partners include 

the contracted landscape 
architecture firm Sanders 
and Czapski Associates, 
City of Cheboygan staff, 
Cheboygan Area Cham
ber of Commerce/VISitors 
Bureau, Michigan Depart
ment of Natural Resources 
(MDNR) Fisheries Divi
sion; MDNR Parks and 
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Recreation Division, 
Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality, 
U.S. Army Corps of Engi
neers, and a representative 
from the Lake Huron Advi
sory Committee: During a 
February kick-off meet
ing, partners identified 
a number of needs and 
concerns. For instance, the 
group considered shoreline 
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recreational areas." 

· According to Caroline
Keson, water resource 
specialist at Tip of the 
Mitt Watershed Council, 
the project also presents 
an opportunity for water 
resource protection. "Much 
of the lnland Waterway is 
developed, but the pro
posed area is still natural 
and has wetlands intact. 
Our plan to protect the 
shoreline from erosion by 
providing structures for 
anglers to safely access the 

river is a win-win situation. 
There will be educational 
signage and native plant
ings, too. This will be a 
great place for people to 
learn about the Cheboygan 
River and see best manage
ment practices in action, 
right in the heart of the City. 
Our hope is this will jump
start more water resource 
projects in Cheboygan." 

2nd at the City of Cheboy
. gan Council Chambers 
from 3-6 p.m. Continued from Page Al_ 

designation. "The fishing 
piers will be a good amenity 
on·our health trail expan
sion,� he said. "They will 
be handicapped accessible 
and connecte� to Major 
City Park, making it easier 
for people to ac� varioU;S 

The public is invited to 
view and provide feedback 
on preliminary options for 
the fishing access on April 

Drawings can also be 
viewed online at www.Che
boygan.org. 

The Watershed Council 
will present to the North
ern Inland Lakes Citizen 
Advisory Committee on 
the project on April 12. A 
formal public comment 
session will occur when 
engineering nears the final 
stages, which is anticipated 
this June. 

stability, placement of fish
ing piers, current use of 
the area by anglers, land 
ownership, water levels, 
and ·anticipated use by 
non-anglers. 

· The area that will receive
the improvements are 
along the east side of the 
river, just south of Major 
City Park There is currently 
a well-used trail along this 

area, already popular with 
fishermen and walkers, 
but which has never been 
improved. 

In addition to increas
ing fishing access, City 
Manager Tom Eustice says 
the project is also linked 
to the city's desire to get a 
Pure Michigan Water 'frail 

SEE FISHING, PAGE A2. 


