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A good rule of thumb... 
if it came in contact with 
water, check it out!

* Section 324.41325, Part 413, Transgenic and Nonnative 
Organisms, of the Natural Resources and Environmental
Protection Act, Act 451 of 1994 as amended.
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Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council
426 Bay Street
Petoskey, MI 49770

Our Service Area
Our service area includes the watersheds of the lakes in

Antrim, Charlevoix, Cheboygan, and Emmet Counties. We are
dedicated to preserving the heritage of Northern Michigan -

a tradition built around our magnificent waters. 

Protecting Northern Michigan’s 
water resources since 1979

www.watershedcouncil.org

Clean Boating
Boating practices to protect
Northern Michigan’s waters.

Follow these tips to help keep our waters clean and inviting.

Learn more about invasive species at  www.watershedcouncil.org/aquatic-invasive-species

•  Remove visible mud, plants, fish, or animals 
   from your boat, trailer, and other equipment 
   (anchor, centerboards, props, etc.) before 
   leaving the water body. 

•  Drain all water from live wells, bilges, motor, 
   transom, and other containers before leaving 
   launch area. 

•  Wash your boat, trailer, and equipment 
   thoroughly with hot water (120 - 140ºF) to
   remove plants and organisms that were 
   not visible at the boat launch. 

•  Allow your boat to dry for a minimum of five 
   days in a sunny location before transferring 
   into a new body of water. 

•  Do not release live bait into any waters. 
   Discard fish waste in the trash.

Inspect everything
before entering the water and
before leaving the boat launch.
Michigan State Law* requires you to keep your 
boat free of aquatic plants.

These nonnative species often
have no natural predators to limit
their spread, enabling them to
outcompete native species and,
in the process, disrupt entire
ecosystems.

Help prevent the spread of 
Aquatic Invasive Species

 STOP THE INVASION

Can you spot 
the hitchhikers 
in this photo?

Eurasian 
Watermilfoil

Asian Carp

Over 185 nonnative species 
are already established in the 
Great Lakes and connecting 

waterways. Zebra Mussels



A single quart of oil can
cover a water surface area
equivalent to nearly three

football fields! 

Be Astute – Don’t Pollute!
The discharge of oil from the bilge, motors,
careless fueling habits, and improper disposal
of used oil may significantly contribute to the
pollution of our waters. 
When Fueling
   • Fill tanks no more than 90% – gas that 
       is drawn from cool storage tanks 
       expands as it warms up.
   • Use an oil absorbent pad to catch drips 
       from the fuel intake and the vent overflow.

   • If a spill of fuel or oil does occur, wipe
       up the spill with a rag. Do not use 
       detergent or soap to clean up a spill! 
       It causes the oil to break up and sink to 
       the lake floor where it becomes more 
       toxic and difficult to clean up.
Controlling the Bilge 
   • Keep your engine well tuned to minimize
       the amount of oil that is released. 

   • Place oil absorbent material or bio-
       remediating bilge boom in the bilge. 
   • Put an oil absorbent pad under the engine.
   • Replace oil absorbent materials regularly. 
   • Consider installing a bilge oil filter or 
       oil/water separator in your bilge 
       discharge line.

Use Your Head
Anyone who spends a day on the water knows
the call of nature is a regular part of any boating
experience. Raw or poorly treated boat sewage
is harmful to human health, aquatic life, and
water quality. 

   • Never discharge raw sewage into 
       the waterways. 
   • Pump out and rinse holding tanks 
       regularly. 
   • Avoid holding tank additives that contain
       formaldehyde, formalin, phenol deriva-
      tives, ammonia compounds, alcohol 
      bases, or chlorine bleach. Use safer 
       enzyme-based products. 
   • Use restrooms on shore if possible.

Boat Maintenence
When doing repairs or maintenence on your
boat, avoid having a negative impact on 
our waters.

    • Always sand and scrape your boat on 
       shore and away from the water.
   • Collect all paint chips, dust, and residue
       and properly dispose of them in the trash.
   • Use caution with anti-fouling paints for
       the hull. Most contain toxic chemicals 
       such as copper, mercury, and arsenic.

Even detergents labeled
“environmentally friendly”
and “nontoxic” may contain
ingredients harmful to
aquatic organisms. 

Keeping it Clean
The use of cleaners with phosphates can cause
excessive algae growth in our waterways.
Algal blooms lower oxygen levels causing harm
to aquatic plants and marine life.

   • Wash your boat frequently with fresh 
       water. Rinsing after each use will reduce
       the need for cleansers and will extend 
       the life of the protective coating. 

   • Use phosphate-free, biodegradable, 
       and nontoxic cleaners sparingly to
       minimize the amount discharged into
       the water.

   • Wash your boat on land in an area that 
       allows for infiltration of wash water 
       back into the ground, such as gravel 
       or grass.

A list of alternative 
cleaning products for 
boaters is available 

on our website.
watershedcouncil.org/clean-boating

Sewage contributes 
to higher nutrient
levels and promotes

algae growth.

Remove and Recycle
Trash tossed or blown overboard, left on the
beach or dockside is not only ugly, but also
poses a hazard to humans and wildlife. Floating
debris and solid objects may result in structural
damage to boats or mechanical failures. Trash
can entrap aquatic wildlife or be ingested
causing harm or death to the animals that
may eat it.

   • Whatever you take aboard, bring back.

   • Contain trash. Do not let trash get
       thrown or blown overboard and if it 
       does, retrieve it and dispose of it 
       properly ashore.

   • Do not toss cigarette butts overboard.

   • Purchase refreshments in recyclable
       containers and recycle them.

   • Recycle used oil, oil filters, antifreeze,
       and batteries.

   • Recycle used monofilament fishing line
       at your marina or tackle shop.

Using clean boating practices today protects our lakes and rivers for generations to come. Learn more at www.watershedcouncil.org/clean-boating

Trash can entrap 
wildlife and cause 
serious harm or 
death if ingested.

By law, any oil or fuel spill that leaves a sheen on the water must be reported. If a spill occurs, notify your 
marina for assistance and call the U.S. Coast Guard National Response Center at 1-800-424-8802.

A single quart of oil can
cover a water surface area
equivalent to nearly three

football fields! 

According to the U.S. Coast 
Guard, recreational boaters 
dispose of approximately
422,000 tons of garbage
into U.S. waters annually.


