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A public comment period for two sets of documents that will help study risks of and alternatives to the twin oil 

pipelines that run through the Straits of Mackinac ends today, Friday, and some are criticizing the relatively short 

window of time to respond. 

Michigan Attorney General Bill Schuette and the Department of Environmental Quality announced the opening of a 

public comment period Monday to allow for the review of draft requests for information and proposals for an 

independent analysis of alternatives to Line 5 running through the Mackinac Straits and a risk analysis and adequate 

financial assurance for the pipeline.  

“You can’t claim to want the public engaged or that you are being transparent and then turn around and give folks just 

five days to respond to proposals critical to the future of the Great Lakes,” said David Holtz, chairman of the Michigan 

Sierra Club Executive Committee, in a press release Thursday. “These documents will determine what is on the table 

and what isn’t when it comes to decisions about the future of Line 5. Enbridge and other insiders have had these 

documents for many weeks. We think the public should have the same opportunity as the oil industry to weigh in on 

them.” 

Jennifer McKay, policy specialist for the Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council, agreed with Holtz. 

She said public comment periods typically extend 28 to 30 days, giving plenty of time for public input, unlike in this 

instance. 

Though she said five days is not adequate, McKay said she could see why the small timeframe was implemented. 

“I would agree that five days seems insufficient to gather decent, thoughtful public comments,” she said. “At the same 

point in time, I understand why the state did it. They have put a priority on getting this done because the public has 

expressed the longer we wait, the greater the risk is.” 

Included in the draft requests are scope of work requirements that appear to be the most controversial aspect in the 

eyes of those calling for the extended public comment period. 

In the press release, the Oil and Water Don't Mix coalition — comprised of community groups, organizations and 

businesses concerned with Line 5 — expressed concerns with the drafts, including what they allude to as little 

attention paid to public health, an incomprehensive proposed analysis of the economic impacts of an oil spill and the 

lack of a detailed section based on a credible worst-case scenario of a Line 5 pipeline rupture looking at 

methodologies used by other high-hazard industries. 

McKay sits on the Michigan Pipeline Safety Advisory Board and was able to provide feedback and submit comments 

prior to this public comment period, though she said there are still areas of the drafts that need to be addressed. 
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“I think there is some clarification that could still be done that would make sure that these (analyses) are done in an 

appropriate manner,” she said. 

Though she said this period should be longer, she said there will be many more, lengthier comment periods for the 

public to share input on, including on the analyses once they are completed. She said the state has committed to 

giving more time to those comment periods, though she said this one should have been extended as well. 

“I don't think providing that would have significantly delayed or hindered the final result,” she said. 

Unless the state extends the public comment period to 30 days, as requested by the Oil & Water Don’t Mix coalition, 

it will come to a close Friday. 

To review the drafts and provide comments before the deadline, go to www.michigan.gov/pipelinesafetyboard and 

select “Documents available for comment” on the right-hand side. Comments can be sent by email to Holly Simons at 

SimonsH@michigan.gov 

Follow @Mark_JohnsonGHT on Twitter. 
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