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CHARLEVOIX — Students at Charlevoix Middle/High School are learning about science and the

environment using gloves instead of pencils.

The students are getting the firsthand knowledge about the area watershed from Tip of the Mitt Watershed

Council.

The Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council is an Environmental Protection Agency-funded group devoted to

keeping the Great Lakes water clean and healthy. The council runs a program called The Watershed

Academy that is devoted to teaching youths about water health.

“I think it’s great for the youth of Northern Michigan to learn more about aquatic life and conduct

experiments to help them understand and improve our water quality,” said Ben Peterson, senior and Zonta

Club president.

The academy has taught a group of students from 12 schools how to monitor, assess and draw

conclusions from stream observation, which then goes into a national database devoted to water health.

The group measured water and air temperature, substrate to silt ratio, turbidity, phosphates and nitrates,

among a variety of other categories. All of the measurements and evaluations were done by the students

working together.

The academy gave our local streams an “excellent” rating.

Teacher and advisor Kirstine Burmeister was heartened by the positive results.

“That’s awesome,” Burmeister said. “Upstream from that area is pretty agriculture-rich so, if in the spring

they’re fertilizing, chances are we’re going to be able to see that in the water quality. We were able to pick

up a bunch of pollution intolerant insects.”

The trip was beneficial for the students as well, as they learn and grew. Burmeister said sophomore Abby

Cunningham, one of the students participating in the academy, is becoming more comfortable with the task

at hand.

“She really made good progress in her comfort levels (with bugs) and was able to make good conclusions

(on the project),” Burmeister said.
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The EPA states that more than 40 percent of rivers and lakes in the U.S are too polluted for fishing or

swimming. Having recently conducted their fall session, the academy will resume testing of local waters

this spring.
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