
Petoskey Audubon society

hosting Sept. 10 meeting

PETOSKEY

PETOSKEY - the
Petoskey Regional
Audubon Societywill
host a Sept. I0 meeting
featuring Caroline
Kesor! Water Resource
Specialist at Tip of
the Mitt Watershed
Council.

The program will
take place in the con-
ference mom at North-
ern Lights Recreation,
8865 Harbor Petoskey
Rd. (M-ll9), Harbor
Springs. The program
begins at 7 p.m.

The program is free
and open to the public.

Keson will discuss
avian botulism and
how it affects loons,
scoters, grebes and
gulls in the Great Lakes
Waters.

The Ttresday pro-
gram will discuss how
birds can help scien-
tists detect changes in
the Great Lakes. Keson
will share details on
the Watershed Coun-
cil's avian botulism
monitoring program.
Participants will learn
howwater levels, algae
and invasive species
play a role in Great
lakes bird mortality.

The program, which
has been ongoing since
200J has seen peaks of
nearly 1,00 dead birds
found on area beach-

es.Ifyoulike birds or
beach walks, you might
even be interested in
becoming a volunteer.

Tlrpe E botulism has
been confirmed as the
cause ofdeath bythe
Michigan Department
ofNatural Resources
(MDNR) in bird car-
casses collected from
numerous locations
along the Lake Michi-
gan shoreline.

Each fall, reports
of dead birds in
Charlevoix and Emmet
Counties are phoned
in to the Tip of the Mitt
Watershed Council
office, where staff
respond and work with
Michigan Sea Grant
and the MDNR to track
bird and fish fatalities
in affected areas.

Keson joined Tip of
the Mitt Watershed
Council in 2018 and is
happy to be working on
volunteer, invasive spe-
cies and water quality
prorects in Northem
Michigan.

Originallyfrom
Manistee, she be-
gan her love ofwater
playing in streams,
ponds and swamps at
her family's centennial
farm.

She earned a Bache-
lor ofScience degree in
Environmental Studies
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and Agriscience at
Michigan State Uni-
versity in 201 1 and
previously worked for
the Little Traverse Bay
Band ofOdawa Indi-
ans in Harbor Springs.

After working on
surface water quality
for the Little Traverse
Bay Bands ofOdawa
Indians for seven
years; Keson is ready
to apply her knowl-
edge to restoration
and education at the
Watershed Council.

Her projects include
Watershed Action
Volunteer Experience
(WAVE), avian bot-
ulism monitorin&
phragmites surveys
and various habitat
and water quality
assessments.

The Petoskey
Regional Audubon
Society is a chapter of
Michigan Audubon
and has members
from Charlevoix and
Emmet Counties-
Ihe organization is
dedicated to creating
a greater awareness,
appreciation and
understanding ofthe
inter-relatedness of all
Michigan's wild places
and wildlife and the
need for stewardship,
with emphasis on our
local region.
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