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CHEBOYGAN - Excess
stormwater caD cause
flooding, infiltrate sewer
systems, and wash Pollutents
iDto Northern Michigan's
waterways.

To work on pteventing these
environmental and health
concerns, TiP of the Mttt
Watershed Council is Pre-
senting a series of workshoPs
thls summer and fall olr green
stormwater infrastructure to
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The first workshop was
hosted via Zoom on June 29.
Presenters included Don
Carpenter, Claire Schwartz
and Erik Petrovskis, ell of
whom have extensive back-
ground and experience dealing
with stormwater. The webi-
nar is now available on the
Watershed Council's Youtube
channel.

Participents learned the
basics of gteen infrastructure
from Carpenter. Carpentet
debunked the misconception

that green infrastructure
would not work in areas
with freezelthaw cycles. In
fact, some kinds of green
infrastructure like perme-
able pavement actudly work
better in freezing and thaw
conditions because they have
a 'rRice Krispie"-like texture
with small pockets of space
able to accomrnodete expand-
ingice.

Petrovskis shared the
beneflts of using green infra-
structure from a business

standpoint. He pointed out
that Meiier seeks to protect
important aspects of a com-
munity, such as high quality
rlvers and lakes. Meijer eval-
uates the need for including
green infrastructure in their
deslgns for new stores based
on soils, groundwater, and
local, state, or federal regu-
lations. The presentation
highlighted the role local
municipalities can take in

promote stormwater man-
agement options in the City
of Cheboygan. Attendees can
register at www.watershed-
council orglattend - an - event. See TOMWC, A2
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protecting water quality
by requidng or incentiv-
izing green infrastructure
in development.

Schwartz presented a
case study from a resort
community on Lake
Huron. The commu-
nity had poor drainage
and steel - armored
drainage ditches, remi-
niscent of Cheboygan.
She highlighted how the
commuuity used per-
forated storm sewers
to reduce flooding and
standing v/ater issues, and
to encourage stormn ater
infiltration where water
tables are high. A main
component of this proi-
ect was leYereging a State
Section 319 Nonpoint-
Source Pollution grant
with funds accrued from
a local drain assessment
district-

The next two workshops
will be a continuation of
this work. A visioning
session will be held on
Aug. 13 from 2:30-4 p.m.
via Zoom. Huron Pines
will lead a coUaborative

planning discussion where
attendees will express
challenges and desires for
better storm$'ater man-
egement around the city.
The visioning session will
incorporate an upalate on
the City of Cheboygan's
work with eDgineering
firm Hubbell, Roth, and
Clark, Inc. Hubbell, Roth,
and Clark is mapping
stormnater infrastruc-
ture in Cheboygan and
gathering information for
further improvements.

In addition to
these workshops,. tbe
Watershed Council is
monitoring water quality
at stormwater outfalls,

Monitoring programs
coordinator C aroline
Ke son explained,
"Because we monitored
stormvrater on the east
side of Cheboygan in 20rl,
we're focusing more on
the west side with this
prorect. We should be
able to get a clear pic-
ture of stormwater water
quality issues across the
city by comparing data.
Eventually, we'll tie the
community input from
t}te workshops in with pri-
orities identified through
stormwater monitoring
and come up with some

recommendations. "
A free, hands-on rain

barrel project will be held
onSept. 14from5;lo-7:lo
p.m. at Festival Square
in Cbeboygan. Current
state social - distancirg
and mask guidelines to
preYeDt the spread of
COVID-19 wiU be fol-
lowed, and participation
will be limited to ro .

Attmdees wiU make and
take home a rain barrel for
use in coUecting storm-
water at their home or
business.

Support for these work-
shops is made posslble
through a grant to Tip
of the Mitt Watershed
Council from the creat
Lakes Commission as part
of the Great Lakes GreeD
Infrastructure Emerging
Champions Program.
Tbe educational oppor-
tunities supported by the
graut are the first step
towerds future storm-
water improvements to
benefit water quality.

Register at wat er -
shedcouncil.org,/ .

attend-a.tr- event.
For questions about the

proiect, contact Caroline
Keson from Tip of the
Mitt Watershed Council
at (23r) 347-118r.


