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- which cross through the
Straits of Mackinac - was
damaged lastweek. En-
bridge, the comPanY that
owns and manages the PiPe-
line, closed both sides infra-
structure shordythereafter
to inspect the damage. Then,
over the weekend, Enbridge
reopened ttte western side of
the DiDeline without consult-
inq th Gov. Gretchen Whit-
mEr or other state officials.

At the start of this week
Michigan AttorneY General
Dana Nessel called for a
restraining order against the
company. Intham County
Circuit Court Judge Iames
S. Jamo granted that order
Thursday.

"Enbridge has failed
to provide the state with
information about the
cause of this slgnificant
development involving

Line 5, and so I'm very
grateful for the court's
decision today," Nessel said
in apress release' "While
the fact that Enbridge
reactivated one ofthe lines
before consulting with the
state is concerning, the
fact that the company has
failed to disclose the cause
ofthis damage is equallY
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LANSING-Line5will
remain shut down while En-
bridge officials Provide the
state with information about
the most recent damage to
the pipeline, according to a
court order ThursdaY.

the eastern segment ofthe
twin petroleum PiPelines
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alarming, considering
the impact a breach
in the pipeline could
have to our state resi-
dents and economy."

Both sides ofthe
pipeline must be closed
within 24 hours ofthe
order beint grante4
and cannot reopen
until after the prelimi-
nary injunction hear-
ing corresponding to
Nessel's motion, slated
for Ttresday.

Enbridge has provid-
ed state ofEcials with
some degree ofinfor-
mation, but not enough
according to Nessel.
The energy company
reported ttte damage
Thursday, June I8, and
sent a rePort to the state
the following Monday.
But Nessel argued that
report left out many
crucial details, includ-
ing tle cause ofthe
damage.

"Governor Whitmer
applauds the court,s
decision to issue a
temporary restraining
order to shut dor,vn Llne
5 immediately, follow
ing severe damage to
an anchor support," ac-
cording to a statement
from Whitmer's office.
"Enbridge's decision
to continue pumping
crude oil through the
Straits of Mackinac
with so many unan-
swered questions was
reckless and unacceDt-
able. Enbridge owes i
duty to the people of
Michigan and must
answer to the state for
how it treats our Great
Lakes. The governor
will continue working
to keep our water safe."

In his response to
Nesselt reques! Jamo
noted Enbridge's "fail-
ure to provide sufEcient
documentation to

the State of Michigan
related to the natu_re,
extent, and cause(s) of
the newly-discovered
damage to Line 5 and
its supporting infra-
structure has resulted
in the state's inability
to review or assess any
risk ofharm arisine
from the identified"
damage."

Iennifer McKay,
spokesperson for the
Petoskey-based Tip
of the Mitt Watershed
Council in Petoskey,
applauded Nesselt
request and the 6ub-
sequent court order as
crucial steps needed
to protect Michigan's
"most valuable natu-
ral aSset - our Great
Lakes."

"For Enbridge to
restart the west leg of
Llne5withoutafull
integrity assessment
or knowledge ofwhat

caused the damage to
the pipeline was simolv
reckless," she said inin
email statement to the
News-Review.

She highlighted a
2018 risk analysis which
showed that an oil spill
in the Straitswould
result in a minimum
of $1.9 billion dam-
age, plus "irreversible
damage to the natural
resources, human
health impacts, com-
mercial fish products,
subsistence fisheries,
and more."

"Line 5 needs to
remain shut down until
Enbridge is fully trans-
parent and forthcoming
with information and -

an independent third
party can verify the
structuml istegdty of
Line 5," she said.

The News-Review is
seeking comment from
Enbddge.


