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Watershed Gouncil hosting webinar on high
water levels tor shoreline propefi owners
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Tip of theWatershed Council
is hosting a webinar, "Rising
Water Levels in Northern
Michigan: A Webinar for
Shoreline Property Owners,"
on Thursday, May 14, 2020
from l1:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
This free webinar is designed
to aid shoreline property
owners in making economi-
cally and ecologically sound
decisions when managing
their properties in light of
high waters.

To register for the webinar,
visit the Watershed Council
website and click on the "Get

Involved" tab: https:/ /wv\,}v.
watershedcouncil.org/ get-
involved.html.

According to the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, water
levels forecasts for May I were
above their levels ofone year
ago forLake Michigan, Huron,
St. Clair and Erie, while Lakes
Superior and Ontario are
below last year's levels. \Alhile
water level fluctuations are
considered vital to the health
and function of the Great
Lakes ecosystem, they can
adversely impact those who
live onoruse the Great Lakes,

including Little Traverse Bay.

High waters cause erosion,
flooding, and can damage
structures along the shore-
line. Researchers specializing
in hydrology and climate sci-
ence believe rapid transitions
between extreme high and
low water levels in the Great
Lakes represent the "new
normal." Increasing precipi-
tation, the threat ofrecurring
periods of high evaporation,
and a combination of both
routine and unusual climate
events-such as extreme cold
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air outbursts-are putting the
region in uncharted territory.

The recent high water levels
along the Great Lakes have
led to an increase in shoreline

construction proposals in an
effort to address threats to
homes and eroding shore-
lines. Unfortunately, many of
the proposals are poorly de-
signed. They fail to consider
the dynamic nature of the
Great Lakes. These poorly en-
gineered efforts are destruc-
tive to the ecologicalhealth of
the Lakes, harm neighboring
properties, and potentially
create navigational hazards.
The webinar will provide
shoreline property owners
with guidance in addressing
high water issues in a man-
ner that is ecologically and
economically responsible.

In addition, although the
Great Lakes shorelines grab
attention as shorelines erode
and houses fall into the
water, inland flooding is of
similar concern for Northern
Michigan. High groundwater
tables mean inland lakes and
their residents, particularly
kettle lakes with no outlet, are
susceptible to environmental
contamination and public
health risks. Inland flooding
could result in flooded and
failing septic systems and
drain fields, contaminated
drinking water wells, and
releases of chemicals or fuels
from flooded basements and
garages into our waters,



Speakers with a vadety of
expertise will present dur-
ing the webinar, including
Deanna Apps, a physical
scientist with the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers; loseph
Hass, district supervisor from
the Water Resources Divi-
sion/Gaylord Field Office at
the Michigan Department of
Environment, Great lakes,
and Energy; MeganAnderson,
the director ofthe Charlevoix-
Cheboygan-Emmet County
OfEce of Emergency Manage-
ment; and Jennifer McKay,
policy director for the Tip of

';Sb Mitt Watershed Council.
"This webinar will provide

Northem Michigan shoreline
property o!!'ners with vital in-
formation thatwill allowthem
to make more informed deci
sions that better protect the
health of ourwater resources
and their shoreline properties
ftom extreme high and low
water levels," said Jennifer
McKay, policy director for
Tip of the Mitt Watershed
Council. "The Great l,akes
are a dlmamic, ever-changing
system. We cannot control
the fluctuations of the takes,
but we can control how we
respond to them."

This webinar is provided
being provided to all shore-
line residents throughout
Northern Michigan through
generous funding from the
Charlevoix County Com-
munity Foundation and the
Petoskey-Harbor Springstuea
Community Foundation.


