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Watershed council
continues conservation
efforts despite pandemic
The following guest
commgntary was written by
by Gail cruenwald, executive
director of the Tip of the
Mltt Watershed Council.

are reflecting on a successful
year of protecting Northern
Michigan's waters. Each
year the watershed Council
addresses myriad issues.
Our ptograms are as diverse
as the lakes and streams we
work to protect.

What makes 2020 differ-
ent, however, is that the Wa-
tershed Council continued
its successful protraming in
the midst of the COVID-Ig
pandemic, We started the
year making plans for class-
room education programs;
hirinB college interns fot
summerwork schedul-
ing water quality research
and monitoring pro,ects;
and arranging workshops,
planning sessions, and
educational events. We had
to make significant adiust-
ments, but I am pleased to
report that we accomplished
rnost of our goals, either vir-
tually or with social distanc-
ingin place.

The watershed councilt
work ranges fTom extensive
water quality monitoring on
our lakes and streams to ad-
vocating against the use of oil
and gas pipelines on or near
our waters and addressing
the emerging issue of PFAS
contaminadon. Because of
our breadth ofknowledge of
both science and policy we
are "at the table" in so many
ways. We're proud of the
positive impact we have on
t}le health ofour waters.

This year, we have con-
tinued to develop various
green infrastructure projects
throughout our service area.
One recent example is the
rain garden at Sunset Court
and Kalamazoo Street fur
Petoskey. This rain garden
and other green infrastruc-
ture projects help to protect
our waters by absorbing and
cleaning stormwater runoff.

We also completed a plant
survey of Douglas Lake

to assess the presence of
invasive species. We pur-
chased a drone this year
and completed surveys
on Pickerel Lake, Crooked
Lake, and Larks Lake, also
with the goal ofassessing
and managing invasive
plants. We initiated a new
program across the region
called MOBO, our mobile
boat washing station. We
set up the boat wash at pub-
lic launch sites on a dozen
lakes to disftibute informa-
tion about invasive species
and, ofcourse, wash boats.

Our events and educa-
tion programs went virtual
thls year. we successfully
hosted lake and river clean
ups, our annual boat sale,
our annual membership
meeting, and several webi-
nars and workshops. Our
programs addressed such
topics as high water levels,
green infrastructure, and
engineering designs for
the Lake Street Dam on the
Bear River.

Ttre Watershed Council
continued to lvork to design
and implement watershed
management plans, in-
cluding a new plan for the
Mullett Late Watershed and
the lower Black River and
Cheboygan River. we initi-
ated a community partner-

ship for the Little Traverse
Bay Watershed to priodtize
water quality in our region.

Resources on the above
topics, along with many
others, can be found on
the Watershed Councilt
wet site at www.watershed-
council.org.

The Watershed Council
would like to thankour
members and local foun-
dation funders for making
this work, and numerous
other proiects over the
last 41 years, possible. In
particular, we would like
to acknowledBe the Peto-
skey-Harbor Springs Area
Community Foundation
and the Charlevoix County
Community Foundation.
Both of these foundations
have been instrumental
in making several ofthe
programs described above
possible.

Our efforts this past year
and throughout the past 4l
years have focused on what
each ofus can do to protect
our waters, We will contin-
ue to wort tirelessly toward
this end as we celebrate our
42nd anniversary in 2021.
Please roin us. Together, we
can protect ourresources for
the good of our community
today, and for future gener-
ations.
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Water resources education coordinator Eli Baker uses a net
to capture aquatic animals. He spends much of his time
educating Northern Michigan students about the importance
of healthy watersheds that support diverse creatures.

s 2020 comes to
a close, all ofus
here at the Tip of
the Mitt Water-
shed Council


