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PETOSKEY - Em-
met County and other
local governments this
year are participating
in a pilot program that
may help provide re-
sources and training to
Michigan communities
facing coastal erosion
issues.

OfEcials from Peto-
skey, Harbor Springs,
Emmet Counry the Lit-
tle Tlaverse Bay Bands
ofOdawa Indians, sev-
eral local townships,
and other entities met
this week for the first of
three sessions as part of
the Michigan Coastal
Leadership Academy,
an initiative intended
to offer resources to
communities across
the state in drafting
longterm plans for
maintaining coastline
resiliency.

The program is orga-
nized by the Mlchigan
Association of Planners
in cooperation with
the state's Michigan
Coastal Management
Program.

"It's a very needed
program for Michigan
... to be able to help
communities be pro-
active and pragmatic
about making these de-
cisions, and the coastal
program is really the
ideal program to be
able to help that along,"
said Ronda Wuycheck,
coastal management
program manager.

Local partners on
the project include
Emmet County Planner
Tammy Doernenburg
and Tip of the Mitt
Watershed Council
Policy Director Jennifer
McKay.

Emmet County
was identified for the
program because ofthe
Coastal Management
Program's work over
t}Ie past two years in
helping to develop the
county's new master
pla4 which places a
heavy emphasis on
protecting the area's
natural shoreline. The
Coastal Management
Program award a
$2t,oo0 grant for 2019
to Emmet County as
part ofthat process.

"Because ofthat
investment in ourmas-
ter plan, (weychuck)
suggested that we be
the community that
pilots this progam,"

Emmet County, local
governments pilot

statewide coastal
training program
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Doemenburg said. "We
were the recipient of
this grant to basically
be able to host thls
program and have
communities urithin
Emmet County partlc-
ipate."

lhe program in-
cludes a sixvideo
course made to North-
western Michigan
communities, and
brings in environmen-
tal and engineering ex-
perts. Participants ttlen
have oppotunities to
interact and discuss
specific issues facing
their communities.

"It brings in some
technical expertise
that we may not have
access to otherwise,"
Doemenburg said.
"It brings in many
partners that can
offer different points of
view, and it allows us
to communicate with
many different people
rvho experlence Great
Lakes shoreline issues

- collaborate a.rtd
talk about the issues
that we have and goals
we might have for the
Great Lakes Shore-
line, and howwe can
accomplish those."

The progtam has
been approved for a
grant ftom the Na-
tional Oceanic and
Atmospheric Admin-
istration to continue
in 2021, expanded to
other Michigan Coastal
Communities.

"We're piloting
with folks who really
understand what wete
trying to promote with
resiliency principles
and master p.lans and
policies, and once w€
get through this first
year-2020-going
through our fust acad-
emy, we have plans
to do it again in 2021
and 2020 in different
locations in the state,"
Wuycheck said.

Additional sessions
will take place in No-
vember and December.

"The timing ls good
for this discussion, but
what we need to do
is look longterm into
the future because we
know that this is a cycle
with t}re Lake Michigan
shoreline," Doerneburg
said. What we do today
maybe something that
impacts the furure of
the shoreline. ... It's
just a great investment
in the Emmet County
community from our
state."
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