
 

 

Purple Loosestrife Update 

Caroline Keson (Tip of the Mitt) came to Larks Lake in August 

to investigate the status of Purple Loosestrife on the lake.  

She and Richard Lord conducted a survey of the northeast 

shore and Brush Creek.  At both sites evidence existed that 

the beetles planted in 2018 had been eating the foliage on 

the plants. 

Caroline and Richard are generating an annual plan to 

monitor the plant activity in order to provide empirical 

evidence of the effect of the beetles and plant cutting on the 

containment and spread of the Loosestrife.   Measurements are being taken of the areas 

affected, number of blooms, signs of plant degradation, photos taken, etc.  Such 

evidence may enhance our efforts to secure grants now that Purple Loosestrife is 

designated by the State of Michigan as an Aquatic Invasive Species.  Since we were 

unable to secure beetles in 2019, Caroline suggested that we cut any plants about two 

thirds of the way down the stem or remove the plant by the roots if possible. 

Richard has been designated by Tip of the Mitt as the Volunteer Monitor for our lake. 

Several shoreline owners have identified patches of the plants and have removed those 

plants.  In addition, Richard and Sue Jeffers have cut and bagged 40 trash bags full of 
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loosestrife around the lake, including one bag on Brush Creek.   Monica Kline will burn 

the bagged plants during the winter. This process, although not eliminating the plants, 

will help to contain further spread of the Loosestrife.   

Tip of the Mitt has retained the $1300 contributions made during 2019 for the purchase 

of the beetles in 2020--$1000 from private donation and $300 from the Little Traverse 

Bay Band of Odawa Indians.  

Richard Lord 

 

Water Issues 

Comprehensive Water Quality Monitoring Program 

Tip of the Mitt completed the Comprehensive Water Quality Monitoring Program for 

Larks Lake this past May.  It is recommended that the Program be completed every 

three years.   A private donation in the amount of $1000 was made in order to 

accomplish this test. The lab results will be posted on freshwatercenter.org   when 

completed.  

Aquatic Plant Survey 

Next summer Tip of the Mitt will conduct an aquatic plant survey of the shoreline.  That 

study is being paid for by the Petoskey Harbor Springs Area Community Foundation.  A 

similar study was conducted 10 years ago. 

Volunteer Lake Monitoring  

Larks Lake included its participating in Tip of the Mitt’s Volunteer Lake Monitoring 

program.  Volunteers in the past have included John Hamman, Barbara Shelton, Monica 

Kline, and Richard Lord.  

 

 

 



 

Swimmer’s Itch 

We received the Common Merganser 

Removal Permit from the Wildlife Division 

of the Michigan Department of Natural 

Resources in February 2019.  The Permit 

allows us to remove common merganser 

ducks from Larks Lake for a period of three years.  Common Merganser ducks infect 

specific types of snails which carry the parasite causing swimmer’s itch.  Larks Lake has 

the snail known to carry the parasite and broods of Common Mergansers are known to 

inhabit the lake.   Removal of the ducks has been successful on other Michigan lakes in 

reducing or eliminating cases of swimmer’s itch.  Through the Michigan Swimmer’s Itch 

Partnership, we purchased the nets and gear which will allow us to capture and remove 

the ducks.  With DNR approval, we can then relocate the ducks to bodies of water that 

do not host the snails in question.  Removal of ducks generally results in 

reduction/elimination of swimmer’s itch one year after the removal.  We were ready!  

However, there were no sightings of Common Merganser ducks on the lake this past 

summer.  There were reported cases of swimmer’s itch—which would have resulted 

from the presence of the ducks in 2018.   Without new infestation of the snails, we 

would hope to experience few cases of swimmer’s itch next summer.  It will be 

important that if sightings of the ducks are made next summer that they be reported 

so that removal can take place.   

Loons  

This year there appears to be a new loon in the 

adult pair. I the past, I have been able to get 

reasonably close to the loons & chicks - 

sometimes they even came up close to me in 

my kayak.  Not so this year. One of the adults 

(guessing the female) is very concerned about 

anyone being near. She starts crying within 



100 feet of her and the chick.  Also, they only had one egg hatch - the other was 

infertile - an indication of a young adult. At one point in August I paddled past one of 

the loons which was far away from the other loons with no carrying on at all.  But as 

I got near the other loon and juvenile, she started wailing again.  So my photos were 

not great - but indicate that the juvenile loon is growing well.   

PS-The pair at O’Neal Lake has 2 immature loons that are doing well too.  

 

Gene Klco 

Mark Your Calendars  

The Annual Meeting of the Larks Lake Association 

is scheduled for Monday, July 6, 2020, 7:00 pm at 

the Center Township Hall, downtown Larks Lake. 

 

 

If you’re receiving this by mail, please provide your 

email address to sjeffers1@me.com  This will be 

your last issue by mail. 

 

Juvenile Eagle 

Photo by Sue Jeffers 


