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PETOSKEY_ It,S

been two years since
Michigan launched
a multi-agencyeffort
to respond to rising
concerns overper-
and polyflourtiiilkils
(PFAS) in state water
sources, and one year
since that agency fin-
ished itswide-reach-
ing effort to test public
water supplies for the
chemicals.

Those tests, con-
ducted bythe Mich-
igan PFAS Action
Response Team
(MPART) foundno
major evidence of con-
tamination in Otsego,
Emmet, Charlevoixor
Cheboygan counties

- at least, none which
reached actionable
levels set by state
criteria and federal
guidelines.
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Brightly colored tree foliage is seen in fall 2018 along Walloon Lake's North Arm. A water system serving

some customers near Walloon Lake is one of two Charlevoix County entities targeted for additional testing

efforts as part of a Michigan PFAS sampling program.

and Charlevoixcoun-
ties: Lake Charlevoir
Boyne River, Susan
Lake, Walloon Lake,
the Bear River, Round
Lake, Paradise Lake,
Maple River and Sto-
ver Creek.

Those samples were
taken from places
near possible sources
of PFAS contamina-
tion,like fire depart-
ments, airports, or in-
dustrial facilities, and
tested for 14 different
types ofPFAS.

"We found that,
whilePFASwas
found in a majority
of samples, theywere
not found in signif-
icant quantities or
high concentrations,
and so based upon
these results, it does
not appear that PFAS
presents a primary
threat to surface
water in Emmet and
Charlevoix county,"
Iennifer McKay, of Tip
of the Mitt, said.
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- In OtseSo County,
raw water samples
from Cooper Standard
Automotive showed 33
ppt ofPFOS and PFOA,
and the same for total
PFAS.

- In Charlevoix
Counry raw water
samples from a com-
pany called Industrial
Magnetics showed
between 1l and 14 ppt
for total PFAS, and
nothing detected for
PFOS and PFOA

- In Emmet Coun-
ty, raw water samples
from Petoskey Plastics
showed 4 ppt ofPFOS
and PFOA, and the
same for total PFAS

- In Cheboygan
County, none ofthe
samples showed signs
of PFAS.

Some, including
government agen-
cies, have suggested
even the PFOS and

What is PFAS?

Per- and polyflouroalkyls (PFAS) have

been around for decades. Since being

developed in the 1940s, the substances
and their variants have been used in

manufacturing, non-stick or stain-

repellant consumer products and in

flrefrghting foam. Alarm over the chemical

compound primarily arises when i1

shows up in sources of drinking water.

When that happens, it can cause growth

and learning defects in children, fertility
issues in women, an increased risk of
cancer and other complications. Those

risks might also be present if people eat

fish which have been exposed to PFAS-

contaminated water

PFOA limits should be
decreased. According
to a study conducted
by the Federal Agency
for Toxic Substances
and Disease Regis-
try released in 2018,
the limits should fall
closer to 7 ppt for
PFOS and Il ppt for
PFOA. That study also
proposed "minimal
risk levels" for two
othertypes, PFHXS
and PFNA.

While there has
been little movement
on the federal level
when it comes to ex-
aminiug.thoserlovelsl,,'
EGLE is in the process
ofapproving rules
that would set maxi-
mum contamination
levels for seven types
ofPFAS. Those rules
could be finalized next
spring.

Iesdng surface
wSter

Since the state
wrapped up its 2018
initiative, third
parties have also
been working to fill
in the gaps in PFAS
data, including Tip of
the Mitt Watershed
Council in Petoskey.

In the spring and
fall ofthisyear, the
agenry, with funds
from the Charlevoix
County Community
Foundation and the
Petosl@y-Harbor
Springs Area Com-
munity foundation,
collected samples
from nine water
sources in Emmet

below the EPA stan-
dards, and in almost
every case, were also
lower than the more
stringent rules being
pursued by the state.
The highest concen-
trationwas found in
one spring sample
from Walloon Lake,
at 26 ppt, but it was a
type of PFAS which
currently has no
surface water quality
standard in the state.

McKay said these
results seem to sug-
gest that there little
evidence that there
is a PFAS problemin .

the,area -,at,loe6r,',,',
when it comes to sur-
face water, and she
added that it was not
surprising that some
minimal levels of the
chemicals were found
in most of the sam-
ples because ofthe
vast amount ofindus-
trial and commercial
pmducts PFAS are
used in. But she also
noted that this was

iust a preliminary
analysis.

"Our understand-
ing of PFAS and its
possible threatswill
continue to improve
as more gaps in the
data get frlled in.'

The results ofthe
study were published
last month in a report
on the watershed
Council website,
and McKay said the
organization will be
presentingthe find-
ings at an "Icebreaker
Winter Series" session
on March 25.

levels that were either
non-detectable or
were below the levels
ofconcern for officials
in Northern Michigan
counties.

PFOS and PFOA
are the two types of
PFAS with the most
research surrounding
them, but the family of
chemicals is made up
ofapproximately 5,000
different compounds.
The Environmental
Protection Agency
does have a non-en-
forceable 70 parts per
trillion lifetime health
advisory recommen-
dation for PFOS and
PFOA, but no such
number for anyofthe
other types of PFAS.

Based on those
guidelines, the North-
ern Michigan samples
from MPART'S 2019
testing falls below any
actionable standards: I


