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McPhee Creek 
Background 

 
McPhee Creek flows through 
Emmett County. It is a very small 
and shallow stream that doesn’t 
have many large organisms in it. 
It flows behind the school and 
under the EZ Mart gas station.  
 
Right now, McPhee Creek isn’t in 
the greatest condition. When we 
went down to the creek, we saw 
tires and some trash.  

 

Tires and trash at McPhee Creek.  
Even though there was some 
pollution, there were still some 
sensitive macroinvertebrates 
living in the water. This means 
that the water is still clean 
enough to provide life for these 
organisms.  

 
Description 

 
McPhee Creek doesn’t flow year round. 
It usually dries up around the summer 
time, and then when all the snow 
melts, the water is replenished.  
 
There are many pools and riffles 
throughout the stream, providing 
habitat for macroinvertebrates. There 
are also runs, leaf packs, undercut 
banks, stream margins, and 
submerged wood. The bottom of the 
stream is sand and gravel, and the 
banks and the water are very well 
vegetated. There are many aquatic 
plants in the creek.  
 
It is a very curvy stream. But it has 
also been altered by humans so it 
doesn’t run into the Alanson Fire 
Department.  There are no gentle 
slopes at all. The banks are very steep 
and help protect the creek.  
 
There are no crayfish, clams, or fish in 
the creek. It is much too shallow and 
doesn’t provide the right environment 
for them.  

 

 
Fun Facts!  

Facts about the surrounding 
area of McPhee Creek!  

 
● Alanson was once a popular 

logging town. The railroad 
tracks were key in order to 

ship all of the logs that 
came out of Alanson.  

● The Inland Water Route was 
the home of the Native 

Americans.  
● There were 32 fishing 

companies.  
● Corn and maple sugar was 

traded frequently. 
● 1910, Merchant Mill caught 

fire. 
● In 1886, the “High Bridge”, or 

Swing Bridge, was built.  

 



 


