
***DRAFT***Little Traverse Bay Watershed Plan Advisory Committee 
Meeting Minutes, December 11, 2012, 1-3 pm 

Hosted by Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council at The Petoskey News Review Building 
 

 
I. Welcome & Introductions 

Grenetta Thomassey, Program Director, Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council welcomed attendees and 
facilitated participant introductions. 
 
Name Affiliation 
Trish Woollcott Volunteer 
Jen Gelb TOMWC 
Dan Myers TOMWC 
Sara Ward PHSACF 
Claire Rasmussen TOMWC 
Grenetta Thomassey TOMWC 
Jacqueline Pilette LTBB 
John Baker West Traverse Township 
Randy Frykberg Melrose, Resort, Little Traverse, & West Traverse Townships 
Tammy Doernenburg Emmet County 
Scott Smith Volunteer 
Robin Hissong Berry Melrose Township 
Brian Gutowski Emmet County Road Commission 
Dan Begnoche Health Dept. of NW Michigan 
 
 

II. Community Foundation Grant Update  
     Sara Ward announced that applications are being sought for the next cycle of grant awards to qualified 
projects from the Little Traverse Bay Protection and Restoration Fund. (Ref email Nov 30, 2012). Contact 
Sara for an application.  The application deadline is February 1, 2013 and is open to any organization 
seeking support for a Little Traverse Bay protection or restoration project. 
 
III. Current Projects 

 
 Local Government Liaison Subcommittee:  
Scott Smith reviewed plans for the next annual meeting of local governments scheduled for January 29, 
2013.  The draft agenda is a Little Traverse Bay Watershed Management Plan review including: a primer 
on watershed protection plans which will showcase communication outreach materials, activity highlights 
& implementation progress, and partner updates & sharing of perspectives. Participation in quarterly 
project meetings by local government officials will be encouraged. 

 
Community Outreach Subcommittee 
 Trish Woollcott reviewed the 2013 stormwater education goals and associated tasks. The goals are: 

1. Achieve recognition of where stormwater goes 
2. Educate how stormwater pollution can be diminished 
3. Educate how stormwater volume going down drains can be reduced 
4. Focus attention on downtown and shoreline businesses to adopt of best management practices 

for stormwater control  
The group discussed the benefits of having a booth at the 2013 Home Show in Petoskey. 
 
Friends of the Bear 
Jackie Pilette (LTBB) gave an overview of the second year ( of 3yr grant) activities which focused on 
invasive species workshops, treatments and drafting greenbelt targets.  A  complete update is posted on 
the TOMWC website.  Projects being lined up for 2013 to address erosion issues, invasive species and 
establishing greenbelts. 
 
Phragmites on LT Bay  



Dan Myers (TOMWC) gave an overview of 2012 activities, which included re-surveying the Emmet County 
shoreline. Past control/treatment measures have been successful, given the reduced number of 
stands.  Emmet County applied for and received a 2012 treatment permit; however, weather conditions 
did not allow treatment to occur during the narrow treatment window.  Wilderness State Park was able to 
treat.  This shoreline inventory will provide information for needed treatment in 2013.  The shoreline will be 
surveyed again in 2014. 
 
Crucial Creeks Team - The Tannery Creek watershed project  being addressed by the University of 
Michigan SNRE project team is nearing conclusion.  The students surveyed the length of the creek and 
completed a shoreline inventory & characterization. They will hold two town hall meetings to inform the 
public of their results. 
 
Proposal to Create and Get Approval for Addendum to Watershed  
Grenetta Thomassey (TOMWC) summarized that MDEQ input has been received to add Walloon Lake 
components as a proposed addendum to the Little Traverse Bay watershed management plan. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
IV. Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI) Grant Work  

Jen Gelb (TOMWC)   

o The TOMWC hosted the MDEQ and area government representatives to tour 3 local GLRI 
projects: Bear River Crossing at Click Rd (completed); Tannery Creek bridge & permanent 
lamprey barrier (target: March construction) and North Central Michigan College’s stormwater 
wetland (under construction). 

o Plans are set to establish 10 Bay View rain gardens in 2013. 
o NCMC stormwater wetland project with treatment ponds and wetland habitat is near completion.  

Plantings will be in Spring.  Group discussion suggested putting up a display at the entrance to 
the walkway through the site explaining what the project is. 

 
 
V. Partner Announcements 

• Jen Gelb (TOMWC) - the Bear River & tributaries road-stream crossing inventory is 75% complete 
• Randy Frykberg (Melrose, Resort Little Traverse, West Traverse Twps)   

o  The State of Michigan has weakened the Critical Dune Act which has prompted discussion 
in West Traverse & Little Traverse Twps to repeal their now stricter than State HREA 
ordinances.  Zoning administration is working with current projects in HREA areas to 
maintain a level of  protection yet stay within State Law. 

o A waterfront structure has been removed in a Melrose Twp case with non-invasive plantings 
being added.  This sets the stage for all Walloon Lake properties. 

• Robin Berry (Melrose Twp) - Melrose Twp is working with J. Pilette (LTBB) to expand a hiking trail in 
the township. 

• Brian Gutowski (Emmet Co RC) - The road commission has tentative plans to replace the McDougal 
Rd crossing working with the LTBB and MDEQ. 

• Dan Begnoche (Health Dept NW MI) - attended the Great Lakes Beach Association meeting on 
Mackinac Island.  The meeting focus was on stormwater and contamination leading to beach 
closure.  This issue impacts a large part of the economy in metro areas (e.g. Chicago). 
 

VI.  Next Scheduled Meeting: March 12, 2013; 1-3 pm 
Petoskey News Review Offices Conference Room 


