
Little Traverse Bay Watershed Plan Advisory Committee 
***DRAFT***Meeting Minutes,  

March 17, 2015, 1-3 pm 
  Hosted by Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council at the Petoskey News Review Building 

 
I. Welcome and Introductions  

 Kerri Finlayson North Central Michigan College 

 Seamus Norgaard North Central Michigan College 

 Tammy Doernenburg Emmet Co. Planning & Zoning 

 Scott Smith Walloon Lake Trust & Conservancy 

 Betsy Lieberman Walloon Lake Assn & Walloon Lake Trust & Conservancy 

 Robin Hissong Berry Melrose Township 

 Noah Jansen Little Traverse Bay Band-Odawa 

 Grenetta Thomassey Tip of the Mitt 

 Jen Gelb Tip of the Mitt 

 Mackenzie Dix AmeriCorps / Tip of the Mitt 

 Roger Drinkall Tip of the Mitt 

 Claire Rasmussen  Tip of the Mitt 
 

II. Subcommittee Work 

 Stormwater Matters Campaign (J. Gelb) 
o The Low Impact Development workshop for practioners is set for May 1, at the Perry Hotel.  

The focus is on builders, architects and engineers.  
o The low impact development brochure intended for residential audiences is in process.  

Input is being sought for a more attractive title and brochure design.  Suggestions given 
were to consider “Permaculture” and to contact Julie Martinson. 

o Rain Garden Workshops: two candidate projects will be selected for matching funds to 
install. 

o Stormwater tips continue to be published weekly in the Harbor Light and the Petoskey 
News Review. 
 

 CISMA   (N. Jansen) 
The collaborative effort among agencies in Charlevoix, Antrim, Kalkaska and Emmet (CAKE) 
counties received a grant to establish a CISMA - Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area. 
Only a portion of the requested monies was received and Antrim County participants are meeting 
with MDNR to identify specific priorities.  First steps will be to establish the district and 
Memorandums of Understanding.  
 

 Little Traverse Bay Watershed Management Plan Update Subcommittee 
The Petoskey Harbor Springs Area Community Foundation awarded a $35,000 grant (2 year 
duration) to TOMWC to update the Little Traverse Bay Watershed Management Plan. Year one 
activities include area stormwater assessments, Tannery Creek stream survey, agriculture and 
forestry inventory, identification & prioritization of critical areas and hosting a public forum.  Year 
two will be dedicated to additional field work and the writing of the updated protection plan.  
Grenetta requested participants for the subcommittee.  Committee member roles are: 

o Provide perspective and feedback on the plan elements that need to be addressed 
o Develop recommendations for implementation steps 
o Contribute to updated plan sections 
o Develop information & education (I&E) strategy 

Subcommittee members established during this meeting: Tammy Doernenburg (Emmet Co. 
Planning), Roger Drinkall (Volunteer with TOMWC) and a NCMC representative.  Others that may 
be interested are requested to contact Grenetta. 

 
III. Grants 

 The Petoskey Harbor Springs Area Community Foundation announced grant awards to TOMWC 
for the Little Traverse Bay Watershed Management Plan (see above) and to the Walloon Lake 
Trust & Conservancy to establish a Natural Features Inventory.  



 Upcoming grant opportunities: TOMWC plans to resubmit two GLRI grant requests, incorporating 
suggestions received after the last cycle in which they were not supported. 

 

 IV. Partner Updates: 

 G. Thomassey (TOMWC) 
o Grenetta will be reaching out to the City of Harbor Springs to present info to our Little 

Traverse Bay Watershed Management committee, prompted by the city’s plan to change 
their waterfront.  

o TOMWC has hired 4 interns for the summer, one more may be hired for data management. 
 

 T. Doernenburg (Emmet Co) 
o The Emmet Co. Master Plan Update is completed.  
o Littlefield Township is looking to purchase Hay Lake Marina at Crooked River. 
o MDNR is looking to acquire property near Tannery Creek on the lakeside of the wheel way. 

 

 R. Berry (Melrose Twp) 
o Still awaiting a decision on a USDA grant request 
o Walloon Village water plans are evolving.  The current plan is to move from a lagoon 

system to a drain field system. The lagoon system remains as part of the long range plan. 
As septic systems age, fluids will become part of the village sewer system, however the 
township will need to pump solids from individual septic tanks. 

o The township is still working on buying private water system.  USDA funds are being 
sought. 

o A new multipurpose trail bridge has been installed across River Rd and is owned by the 
Charlevoix County Road Commission. A new township long range project is to develop a 
canoe / kayak launch near the bridge crossing. 

o Charlevoix Co. Parks & Recreation approved their 5 year plan. 
 

 B. Lieberman (WLT&C) 
o Grant received for the Natural Features Inventory  
o WLT&C is in the final stages of hiring a new Executive Director. 
o WLT&C is participating in the CISMA project. 
o WLT&C is participating in the Water Festival planned for June 28th, 2015. 

 

 S. Norgaard & K. Finlayson (NCMC) 
o The Sustainability program received a Foundation grant to build a geodesic dome on 

Beaver Island.  They are proceeding with installation. 
o Condensed classes are being offered in May addressing Environmental Education and 

communication. They are practicing a concept of linked coursework e.g. Sustainability & 
Intro to Speech. 

o Still awaiting curriculum approval of campus & community sustainability. 
o Grenetta is developing an Environmental Policy syllabus for the NCMC Sustainability 

Program. 
o LTBB is holding a Fracking Forum at NCMC planned for September, 2015. 

 

 N. Jansen (LTBB) – K. Davis & C. Keson have been water quality sampling. 
 

 J. Gelb (TOMWC) 
o TOMWC submitted three 319 grants; expect to hear the outcome by June. 
o A grant was received from Fisheries Trust for expansion of the Watershed Academy. 
o Bay Day will be held June 28th, 2015 in Petoskey’s Bay Front Park with displays & 

educational booths.  TOMWC, LTBB, NCMC, WLA, and LTC are participating. 
 

 M. Dix (TOMWC) – Summarized the Watershed Academy Program working with area public school 
district 9th & 10th graders.  Students focus on their own watershed addressing non-point source 
pollution, water quality parameters, and water chemistry testing, macro-invertebrates. Students will 
present their projects and results during the Watershed Academy Summit June 6, 2015.      

 
V. Next Meeting: June 16, 2015 1-3 pm 


