
Meeting Minutes 
Duncan and Grass Bay Watershed Plans 

2 pm, Monday, 30 March, 2015 
Cheboygan Public Library 

 
After introductions, Derek Shiels from Little Traverse Conservancy did a short 
presentation about the newly created Duncan Bay Preserve – 33 acres – sign up 
to do volunteer surveys. 
 
Grenetta Thomassey, Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council presented Watershed 
Plan 101.  This included success stories from other watersheds. 
 
Participants were encouraged to sign-up for Duncan and Grass Bay Watershed 
Plan Advisory Committee, which would meet three times per year – spring, 
summer, fall, for 2 hours. The Watershed Council will work with anybody to help 
write grants.  Participants can miss meetings but still be part of committee.   
 
We will also create a group name.  At our next meeting, we will have a draft of 
the new watershed plan for you to review and comment.  We will ask for your 
help to create implementation steps, which includes identifying projects that will 
help us to form partnerships and write grants. We will also need your input on 
the Information & Education Strategy, geared to outreach and public education. 
 
The final speaker was Kevin Cronk, who gave Field Work Updates that included 
monitoring and field work that has been on-going 2013 in Duncan and Grass Bay 
Watersheds.  It was noted that Butler Ditch is high in phosphorous. An audience 
member commented that Elliot Creek Road-Stream Crossing is a high priority. 
Response: $150,000 might be the cost to fix the Elliot Creek Crossing. And if this 
crossing is included in a Watershed Management Plan, then it becomes easier to 
obtain grant funding to make the corrections needed. 
 
Another request was made for folks to read the draft plan, when it gets sent out, 
and come to the next meeting to give feedback on the draft plan.  The next 
meeting date will depend on when the draft is finished, but we will keep in 
touch.  Between now and then, we will be working with DEQ to get a draft in 
shape so it can be sent to the group for feedback and suggestions. 
 
It was decided by the group that Monday afternoons are a good time for this 
group to meet.  We will stay in touch on email, and participants can let us know 
if they want to continue to be part of the group.  Question: Is there a goal for 
when the plan will be completed? Response: Yes – a Watershed Plan generally 
lasts 10 years before being updated; it is a living document.   
 
Adjourn.  


