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Michigan’s Wetland Protections at Risk

In February, Governor Granholm announced a plan to return Michigan’s wetland protection program to the federal government during her State of the State Address. It was intended to save money – $2.1million – but the costs will far outweigh any perceived benefits and jeopardize both Michigan’s natural resources and economic redevelopment in the state.  According to Grenetta Thomassey, Policy Director at Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council, “There are many pressing things on the agenda in Lansing these days – energy issues and the ailing economy, and pressures to adjust the state budget by making very difficult cuts.  However, Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council is committed to making sure our Wetland Protection Act – groundbreaking legislation and a model for other states – is not a casualty of these difficult times.”  

Healthy wetlands protect water quality and provide vital habitat to fish, wildlife, and waterfowl. Additionally, wetlands control flooding and replenish ground water supplies. Protecting and restoring wetlands is critical to Michigan, strategically located in the heart of the Great Lakes.

In 1979, the State of Michigan enacted the Wetland Protection Act, now Part 303 of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act (Act 451 of 1994 as amended). In 1984, Michigan acquired authorization to also administer Section 404 of the federal Clean Water Act.  The resulting program offers numerous benefits.  It regulates 95.1% of Michigan’s wetlands and gives us increased efficiency, reducing the need for duplicate state and federal permits. Additionally, state permits are usually processed quicker than federal permits.  In Michigan, completed permit applications typically require action within 90 days with the average permit processing time normally less than that – approximately 60 days.  

How can you help?  Please call or write your Michigan state senator and representative to voice your concerns.  Thomassey added, “Legislators should hear from as many people as possible.   Getting rid of Michigan’s wetland protection program jeopardizes our water resources and creates delays in permitting, putting a burden on critical economic development in Michigan. Questionable savings from slashing wetland protections are not worth the undeniable costs.” 

If you have any questions or would like more information, please contact Grenetta Thomassey at 231-347-1181, grenetta@watershedcouncil.org, or visit www.watershedcouncil.org.
