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Free Workshop Highlights 
New Water Withdrawal Legislation
Petoskey, MI – What happens if a major water withdrawal is proposed in your community?  How do existing large water users know that their current use is protected?  How does the community safeguard other priority water needs, and ensure that surface and ground water resources are not impaired?

Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council is partnering with Michigan Environmental Council, Trout Unlimited, Sierra Club, Clean Water Action, and Michigan State University to help communities understand the answers those questions.  A workshop called “Michigan’s New Water Withdrawal Assessment Process” is being held on Friday, July 17 from 9 am to 3 pm at the Odawa Hotel in Petoskey. To register, go to the Michigan Trout Unlimited website at www.michigantu.org, which has a link to the registration page. 
The workshop is presented by Dr. David Lusch from the MSU Department of Geography and the Institute of Water Research.  Lusch will explain the new laws and use of the Water Withdrawal Assessment Tool, which employs a state-of-the-art online system to immediately process complex data and assist those proposing new large withdrawals of 100,000 gallons per day or more. The tool was developed as a result of freshwater protection legislation that was passed concurrently with the Great Lakes Compact.  An overview of our regional groundwater and surface water resources will also be included.
Registration is free and the event is open to the public.  The workshop is designed for planning, zoning, community and economic development officials in local governments, as well as citizens or groups interested in learning about the new legislation and how they can play a part in the water use decision making process. 

“Local governments, citizen groups, Lake Associations, and individuals from this region were very engaged when we worked on getting the Compact and implementing legislation passed in Michigan,” said Dr. Grenetta Thomassey, Policy Director at Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council. “These workshops are an opportunity for them to fully understand what happens next.” 

Thomassey added, “The future will almost certainly include increasing demand for water resources. If a community is faced with a proposal to withdraw 100,000 gallons a day or more, most of those proposals will not be a problem. However, if something is a concern – and the Water Withdrawal Assessment Process helps applicants and communities identify that – there are options. This workshop explains those options and how the community can work together to address the issue.” 
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