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Volunteers needed to explore and protect the streams of northern Michigan!

Join us in exploring and protecting the streams of Northern Michigan.  The tip of the northern Lower Peninsula contains more than 2500 miles of streams, including a number of amazing “blue ribbon” trout streams such as the Pigeon and Boyne Rivers.  We need volunteers to help monitor stream water quality.  No experience is required, simply a love of the great outdoors and an appreciation for our amazing streams.  

Volunteer stream monitors collect aquatic insects, snails, crustaceans and other small invertebrates, which are used as bio-indicators to gauge the health of a stream.  We focus on life in the stream, collecting aquatic “critters”, such as mayflies and dragonflies, to evaluate water quality.  Most people really enjoy the experience, returning time after time to experience our fantastic streams first-hand and join in the quest to protect these treasures. 

The year stream monitors will have the opportunity to participate in three events. This Saturday, May 9th,  volunteers are encouraged to attend a training seminar from 9:00am – 2:00pm at the Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council office at 426 Bay Street, downtown Petoskey. Then on Saturday, May 16th, you will put your training into action as you head out into the field to monitor water quality. The series concludes on Sunday, May 31st at the science center at North Central Michigan College when we take a look at what the volunteers collected from the streams. 

If you would like to volunteer or learn more, contact Kevin Cronk at (231) 347-1181 or via email at kevin@watershedcouncil.org.  Don’t miss out on the fun, call today! It’s a great educational and social experience!
About Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council:  Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council speaks for our members including full-time and seasonal residents, lake associations, and businesses.  We work to maintain the environmental integrity and economic and aesthetic values of lakes, streams, wetlands, and ground water in Northern Michigan, as well as statewide and throughout the Great Lakes Basin.  As the lead organization for water resources protection in Antrim, Charlevoix, Cheboygan, and Emmet Counties, the Watershed Council is working to preserve the heritage of Northern Michigan – a tradition built around our magnificent waters. 
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Audrey Etienne studies critters found in Horton Creek as part of the outdoor Volunteer Stream Monitoring session hosted by Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council last year.
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Greg Seaman and Ralph Rucinski examine a tray teeming with life that they found in Tannery Creek during the fall outdoor Volunteer Stream Monitoring program hosted by Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council.
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Diane and Ed Strelinski study samples that were collected during the Volunteer Stream Monitoring program hosted by Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council. The volunteers use microscopes at the science building at North Central Michigan College to examine the specimens up close. 
