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LAKE MICHIGAN SUMMIT 2009 – Two Opportunities to Attend
PETOSKEY, MI – Due to the increased interest in the health of our Great Lakes, Tip of the Mitt Watershed will host two Lake Michigan Summits this year. The first opportunity for you to learn more about this valuable water resource will take place on Monday, August 3rd from 1:00pm – 4:00pm at the Harbor Springs City Hall on Zoll Street in Harbor Springs. The second opportunity will take place Monday, August 10th from 9:00am – 12:00pm at the Charlevoix Public Library, Community Room A, 220 W. Clinton Street in Charlevoix. 

The Great Lakes are a national treasure. Containing nearly 20 percent of the world’s surface freshwater, the Great Lakes supply drinking water to 42 million people and are the center of the region’s economy and cultural identity. Unfortunately, the health of the Great Lakes is seriously threatened by problems such as untreated sewage, invasive species, and toxic pollution. The good news is that we have manageable solutions to these problems.
This year’s Lake Michigan Summit will feature presentations and discussion by Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council staff and other area organizations on the current health of Lake Michigan and Little Traverse Bay and how we can work together to restore and protect our magnificent waters.  The Lake Michigan Summit in Harbor Springs will feature guest speaker Jeff Alexander, author of “Pandoras Locks,” a new book about how opening the St. Lawrence Seaway 50 years ago unleashed a biological plague of foreign species in the Great Lakes. 
Interested persons should RSVP by July 27th to Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council by contacting Jennifer McKay or Sandy Schreck at (231) 347-1181.
###
Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council:  Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council speaks for our members including full-time and seasonal residents, lake associations, and businesses.  We work to maintain the environmental integrity and economic and aesthetic values of lakes, streams, wetlands, and ground water in Northern Michigan, as well as statewide and throughout the Great Lakes Basin.  As the lead organization for water resources protection in Antrim, Charlevoix, Cheboygan, and Emmet Counties, the Watershed Council is working to preserve the heritage of Northern Michigan – a tradition built around our magnificent waters. 

