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 “Wednesdays on the Water” Tours Start June 2nd
PETOSKEY, MI – Have fun with Watershed Council staff and volunteers while learning about our magnificent Northern Michigan waters!  Space is limited to 15 people for each trip so be sure to 
register soon!

Great Lakes Coastal Plants Walk , Wednesday, June 2, 10:00am - Noon 
Join Jennifer Gelb, Restoration Ecologist, on a walking tour of Wilderness State Park’s remarkable shoreline. We will explore the local dune and swale complex; our focus will be the fascinating, and oftentimes rare, plants that inhabit this unique and biodiverse ecosystem. We will also venture into the adjoining forest edge to view some spectacular orchids and other special plants. Carpooling from Petoskey available; Michigan State Park vehicle permit required. Meeting location will be given upon registration. 

Pigeon River Summer Solstice Canoe & Kayak Tour, Wednesday, June 23, 4:00pm - 8:00pm 
The Pigeon River has an average slope of over 11 feet per mile and drains ~107,880 acres of land flowing from its headwaters near Gaylord in Otsego County to the southern end of Mullett Lake in Cheboygan County. Rated by the state as a high quality blue-ribbon trout stream, a large portion of the Pigeon River flows through Pigeon River Country – an extensive block of land in the State Forest System filled with natural wonders from old growth maple/beech forest to roaming elk herds. Join Kevin Cronk on a scenic paddle down the middle reach of the river to experience the pristine beauty firsthand and learn about water quality status and issues affecting the Pigeon. The Pigeon River is fast in some areas, meandering, and is full of obstacles (primarily overhanging or downed trees). Participants MUST BE EXPERIENCED canoeists/kayakers!
Intermediate Lake Pontoon Tour, Wednesday, July 7, 10:00am - 1:00pm 
This trip will be a pleasant tour through the peaceful waters of Intermediate Lake. Intermediate Lake is a large 1,520 acre, 70’deep lake. Located between Central Lake and Bellaire, it is part of the unique and beautiful ‘Chain of Lakes’ within Antrim County. Staff will lead an exploration of the lake’s natural features and information on the impacts of invasive species. The trip will include a discussion of how a local developer worked with the Watershed Council to set up biological control of the invasive wetland plant purple loosestrife on adjacent Hanley Cove which flows just north of Intermediate Lake. 
The Most Studied Lake in Michigan ~ Douglas Lake Canoe & Kayak Tour, Wednesday, July 21, 8:30am - 1:00pm For over one hundred years, Cheboygan County’s Douglas Lake has been the home of the University of Michigan Biological Station (UMBS). As a result, it has been the subject of hundreds of research projects and is considered the most studied lake in Michigan (if not the world!). Join guest presenter, Wil Cwikiel, as we take our time exploring the pristine shoreline of this marvelous Northern Michigan treasure and learn about the diverse plant, fish, and bird life for which Douglas Lake is known. Following our paddle, we will join UMBS staff for a tour of the station and lunch together at the cafeteria. 

Thumb Lake Canoe & Kayak Tour, Wednesday, August 4, 10:00am - Noon 
Join Maureen Stine for a tranquil paddle through the peaceful waters of Thumb Lake. Thumb Lake, also known as Lake Louise, is a deep (152’) kettle lake, situated in Charlevoix county, surrounded by wooded hills. Due to the depth and other natural elements, the waters of this lake are exceptionally clear. Maureen will guide participants through an exploration of the lake, discussing flora and fauna of this natural gem. 

Maple River Awe-Inspiring Canoe & Kayak Tour, Wednesday, August 25, 10:00am - 2:00pm 
The Maple River is among the hidden paddling gems of the tip of the mitt. It drains an extensive area (~107,620 acres) in Emmet and Cheboygan Counties, including Pleasantview Swamp, Larks Lake, and Douglas Lake. The lower section flows fast from Pellston to Burt Lake, twisting and turning through incredibly scenic terrain and full of challenging obstacles for the experienced paddling enthusiast! This section also boasts great water quality and is rated by the state as a high quality blue-ribbon trout stream. Join Kevin Cronk on a scenic paddle down this lower section of the Maple to soak up some of its pristine beauty firsthand and learn more about the river and issues affecting it. The Maple River is fast in some areas, meandering, and full of obstacles (primarily overhanging or downed trees). Participants MUST BE EXPERIENCED canoeists/kayakers! 
Advance registration is required for all events. All tours are $25 for non-members and $20 for members. Each trip is limited to 15 people. Please bring your own paddling gear and canoe or kayak. For more information or to register for a trip, please call (231) 347-1181. For a complete list of summer events visit www.watershedcouncil.org/events.
#  #  #  #
About Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council:  Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council speaks for our members including full-time and seasonal residents, lake associations, and businesses.  We work to maintain the environmental integrity and economic and aesthetic values of lakes, streams, wetlands, and ground water in Northern Michigan, as well as statewide and throughout the Great Lakes Basin.  As the lead organization for water resources protection in Antrim, Charlevoix, Cheboygan, and Emmet Counties, the Watershed Council is working to preserve the heritage of Northern Michigan – a tradition built around our magnificent waters.
