[image: image1.jpg]fﬁ% Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council

WaterShed 426 Bay Street * Petoskey, MI 49770 ¢ phone: (231) 347-1181¢ fax: (231) 347-5928
C oun Cil email: info@watershedcouncil.org website: www.watershedcouncil.org

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE




July 13, 2009





Contact:  Valerie Olinik-Damstra









    (231) 347-1181 








    valerie@watershedcouncil.org

Volunteers needed for the 7th Bear River Cleanup

Petoskey, MI - Your help is needed to "Heal the Bear" by joining Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council for the 2009 Bear River Cleanup!  Participants will collect accumulated trash and debris by foot or canoe from the waters of the Bear River on Saturday, August 1st starting at 9:00 a.m. at Mineral Park along Lake Street in downtown Petoskey.

“The cleanup is a great project for families, individuals, and scouting and civic groups who love Northern Michigan’s Rivers and want to help keep them clean,” said Valerie Olinik-Damstra, Watershed Coordinator at the Watershed Council.  “We are going to make a big push to scour the river, and we hope this cleanup is the most productive yet.” 
Over the years volunteers have removed tons of garbage from the river including beverage cans, tires, bicycles and even historical items dating back to the 1890’s. Volunteers travel by canoe or walk along the riverbank to pick up trash.  Other opportunities to help with the event will also be available. Lunch and a commemorative T-shirt will be provided to all pre-registered participants.  

Join us in getting our feet wet and our hands dirty to protect, restore and heal the precious Bear River!  If you are interested in joining this great cause to help “Heal the Bear” please call 347-1181 or visit the Watershed Council office at 426 Bay Street across from the Perry Hotel to sign up for this fun event and to obtain a consent waiver. The Watershed Council would appreciate volunteers registering by July 24th for the August 1st cleanup. This year’s Bear River Cleanup is sponsored by Petoskey Plastics.
# # # # 

About Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council:  Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council speaks for our members including full-time and seasonal residents, lake associations, and businesses.  We work to maintain the environmental integrity and economic and aesthetic values of lakes, streams, wetlands, and ground water in Northern Michigan, as well as statewide and throughout the Great Lakes Basin.  As the lead organization for water resources protection in Antrim, Charlevoix, Cheboygan, and Emmet Counties, the Watershed Council is working to preserve the heritage of Northern Michigan – a tradition built around our magnificent waters. 
