The Honorable

Congress

Washington, DC 20515/20510

Dear:

We urge you to direct the Army Corps of Engineers to study the permanent, hydrologic separation of the Mississippi River and Great Lakes in its Aquatic Nuisance Species Interbasin Transfer Feasibility study.

Due to their large size, ravenous appetite, and rapid rate of reproduction, Asian carp pose a significant threat to the Great Lakes ecosystem by consuming large quantities of phytoplankton and competing with native fish for habitat.  The only permanent and sustainable solution to this problem is hydrologic separation of these two aquatic ecosystems.  If done right, hydrologic separation will involve smart, well-planned investments that will establish new infrastructure in the Chicago area that make the region more globally competitive; and upgrade treatment of wastewater and storm water. The result can be a revitalized Chicago Waterway System that not only closes the highway for invasive species, but also enhances Chicago’s transportation system, creates local and regional jobs, reduces business costs across the region, and improves water quality, tourism, and recreation. 

While interim measures are critical, anything short of a physical barrier is unlikely to be 100 percent effective against fish – not to mention other aquatic organisms. While technological barriers may help slow down the progress Asian carp are making, the invasive carp will sooner or later find their way to Lake Michigan unless their watery path is completely cut off.

What do we mean when we say hydrologic separation?  Simply put, it means making physical changes to the Chicago Waterway System that completely eliminate any direct connection of Mississippi River and Great Lakes waters that might allow invasive organisms to move between the basins. The specific method to achieve this separation has yet to be identified, hence the need for a focused study.

Hydrologic separation does not mean that:

· Commercial shipping stops;

· Recreational access to Lake Michigan is cut off;

· All navigational locks are closed; or 

· Flooding will increase in severity.

Rather, if well planned, separation will result in investments in new infrastructure including physical barriers to stop invasive species and intermodal transfer facilities that are most advantageous for improving the efficiency and sustainability of Chicago’s transportation system.  This will benefit both the economy and the environment of Chicago and the entire Great Lakes and Mississippi River Basin.

We now have a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to permanently solve the problem of Asian carp and other non-native species moving between the Mississippi River and the Great Lakes via the Chicago Waterway System through the re-introduction of the hydrologic (i.e., physical) separation between the Mississippi River and the Great Lakes.  Please help us make this possible by amending the Army Corps’ current authority and focus its efforts on telling Congress and the region not if, but how to make hydrologic separation happen as quickly and effectively as possible.

